JN  157-3465 


was  interviewed  by  SA  ^/^l^gig^ll^g^  and  j^g^/^rS^^ 

who  obtained  license  numbers  at  the  Masonic  V 

and^HHBUB!^ 

  _  made  available : the 

information  to  whom  license  tags  were  registered. 


Temple  and  vicinity  are 


who  attended  the  Deacon  s  Meeting, 


UICLIUJLUIICU    UU  OAS 


O  /  O  A  /  i;  C     *.T  4-  1  

Ull    t>/ JW/  LllctL.  lie 


att  en4eul^6Bt  i^^wi^lv 

discuss  in:  detail  what,  went  ; on  at  the 
meeting.-  '  '  -  :v 


i57 
0^1 


LEADS; 


NEW;<ORI£ANS  DXVXSIOir^; . 


AX  BOGALUSAs  LQUISIANA 


LHM  sets  forth  six  license  tags  as  well  as 
to  whom  registered,  address,  and  make  of  car.  Four 
of  these  cars  are  registered  to  Bogalusa  residents,  one . 
to  Monroe  resident^,  and  one  to  Angie,  Louisiana, 
resident.    The  LHM  also  sets  forth  names  of  the  alleged  ' 
Deacons  in  the  meeting  in  Jackson  from  Louisiana,  Will 
through  sources  conduct  appropriate  investigation  to 


53- 
^  I 

51: 


7  .-  ■.^^  ia^'  VI 


JN  157-3465 


■1 


identify  individuals -  from  Bpgalusa  who  "attended  Wetinj^^ 
unless  already  laiown  to  New  Or  leans  v  "  -^^^^ 


.-  'f  .!■ 


Will  attempt  to  determine  CHARLES  SIMS  and 
ROTiBURRIS'  future  plans  for '  assisting in  the  organizati<m^.;^^|^iji^^ 
of  Chapters  in  Mississippi.  '  "-^'^i^jbrn^^*' 


JACKSON  DIVISION    1  / 

AT  JACKSON,  MISSISSIPPI. 


Will  maintain  contact  with  sources    to  obtain 
background  concerning  organization  of  DDJ.    If  Chapter  .  j 

in  Mississippi  organized,  will  attempt  to  determine  .  j 

leadership,  strength  of  members,  activities,  as  well  as;;^v^■^g 
arms  acquired.    Attempt  to  determine  potentiality  for ;  'V  - . 
violence,  any  subversice  or  outside  influence  placed  upon  >^;r*::>^^ 


the  Chapters. 


5. 


In  Reply^  Pltatr  Rtjtr  to 
FiU  No. 


^ITED  STATES  DEPAJITMENT  (  '^JUSTICE 
FEDERAL  BUREAU  OF  !NVES1  ATION 


Jackson,  Mississippi 

CONFJtLITIAL 

September  3,  1965 


DEACONS  OF  DEFENSE  AND  JUSTICE,  INCORPORATED 
RACIAL  MATTERS 


The  source  advised  that  SIMS  is  allegedly  the 
president  and  BURRIS  the  vice-president  of  the  Deacons 
of         Defense  and  Justice,  Inc.   (DDJ)  Chapter  at 
Bogalusa.  -  - 


The  source  advised  that  a  pamphlet  is  being 
distrubuted  showing  that  the  Deacons  of  Bogalusa  will 
be  at  the  Masonic  Temple,  Lytich  Street,  Jackson  on 
Sunday,  3:00  p.m.,  August  29,  1965.     The  pamphlet  was 
printed  by  the  Hinds  County  Mississippi  Freedom 
Democratic  Party  (MFDP) 


On  August  30,  1965,  the  source  advised 
that  he  had  determined     :  the  meeting  at  the  Masonic 
Temple  started  around  4:00  p.m.  and  the  meeting  was 
called  to  order  by  BOLIEN  and  there  were  approximately 
175  to  200  people  in  the  au^torium.  BOLIEN 
introduced  Reverend  Ja>WIS"TKING ,  white  male.  Chaplain 
at  Touealoo  College:  Reverend  B02»  EEACH.  white  male 
from  Hattiesburg,  a  special  guest.    He  introduced  the 
MFDP  Delegation  as  JHAZEKTAIilER,  ANNIB^bEVINE  and 
JOHNNIE  .MAfirWALKER.      /  ' 

^  The  first  Deacon  introduced  was  Cfir,st_name 
unknown )'T7Y LIE,  described  in  early  50' s,  height  5*8",' 
weight  150  pounds,  very  dark  complexion,  who  furnished 
background  concerning  the  rise  of  the  DDJ.  He  stated 
that  all  of  the  Deacons  at  the  meeting  were  from 
Bogalusa  and  they  were  from  the  Fourth  Street  Chapter 
in  Bogalusa. 

•ROY  BURRIS,  the  vice-president  of  the 
Bogalusa  Chapter,  spoke  and  he  related  incidents  that 
base  happened  in  Bogalusa  and  the  fact  he  believed  the 
Federal  Government  will  eventually  support  the  actions 


DEACONS  OF  DEFENSE  AND  JUSTIC 
RACIAL  MATTERS 


CHARLES  SIMS,  president  of  the  Bogalusa 
Chapter,  was  introduced  and  he  received    a  large 
ovation  from  the  crowd.    SIMS  introduced  the  Deacons 
from  Bogalusa  who  had  made  the  trip  and  including 
SIMS  and  the  other  speakers,  th^ comprised  a  total 
of  12.    He  introduced  (first  name  unVnown)  THOMAS, 
Negro  male  in  early  30's;  (first  name  unknown) 
JOIN  SON  in  early  20°s;  (first  name  unknown)  GREEN, 
Negro  male  In  early  20" s,  (first  name  unknown) 
JOHNSON,  Negro  male,  65  to  70;  (first  name  unknown) 
SMITH,  Negro  male,  age  about  40 « 

During  SIMS* lecture,  he  was  asked  by  people 
in  the  crowd,  How  strong  a  chapter  should  they  have 
in  Jackson  as  well  as  in  Mississippi?    How  much 
money  as  well  as  arms  does  the  chapter  at  Bogalusa 
have?    What  are  the  qualifications  to  become  a 
Deacon?     SIMS  stated  he  would  not  answer  these 
questions  before  the  group,  but  any  of  those 
interested  in  forming  a  chapter  in  the  State  would  meet 
with  him  later  and  he  would  be  happy  to  answer  these 
questions. 
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The  SWP  has  been  designed  by  the 
Attorney  General  of  the  United  States 
Pursuant  to  executive  order  10450. 

The  Seattle  Branch  of  SWP  is 
set  forth  in  the  appendix  section. 


August  3,  1965  that 


he 


had 


determined 


DEACONS  OE  DEFENSE  AND  JUSTICE,  IHCORP 
RACIAL  MATTERS 


the  DDJ  held  a  meeting  at  the  Masonic 
Temple,  Ljmch  Street,  Jackson,  on  August 
29,  1965.    The  meeting  started  around  4:00 
p.m.  and  had  several  speakers  who  spoke 
concerning  the  impending  trip  to  Washington 
on  August  16,  1965  concerning  the  "Lobby 
on  Washington,  D-  C."    The  source  advised 
that  there  were  12  Deacons  from  Bogalusa, 
Louisiana  at  the  meeting  and  SIMS  was 
their  leader  and  he  spoke  on  the  necessity 
of  organizing  a  Chapter  in  Mississippi. 
The  vice-president  of  the  Chapter  in 
Bogalusa  also  spoke •    He  furnished  a 
description  of  the  harassment  that  took 
place  by  police  in  Louisiana  and  how 
their  children  were  not  protected  by 
school  authorities. 
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advised  on  August  1,  1965  that  the  following 
Louisiana  and  Mississipp^license  tags 
were  obtained  by  flBUBHHi^  In  the 

vicinity  of  the  Masonic  Temple,  Lynch 
Street,  on  the  afternoon  of  August  29. 
1965.    fli^^^^  advised  that  the  license 


!  t"  I 


^'i^ 


DEACONS    OF  DEFENSE  AND  JUSTICE,  INCORPORATED 

RACIAL  MATTERS   


numbers  have  been  che  cled  with 

and  the 

person  to  whom  registered  and  address 
has  been  obtained. 

The  following  license  and  background  :was 
furnished  by| 


STATE 


LICENSE  NUMBER      TO  WHOM  REGISTERED 


Louisiana 


Louisiana 


Louisiana 


7 


) 


2  2,^s- 

3  3-:;  ■ 
34 
35 
36 
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STATE 


LICENSE  NUMBER      TO  WHOM  REGISTERED 


Louisiana 


Louisiana 


Louisiana 


Mississippi 
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35 

36 
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STATE 


Mississippi 


LICENSE  NUMBER      TO  WHOM  REGISTERED 


Mississippi 


Mississippi 


Mississippi 


Mississippi 
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STATE 


LICENSE  NUMBER      TO  WHOM  REGISTERED 


Mississippi 


18 

21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
2-? 
2 
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3  4 
35 

36 
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Mississippi 


Mississippi 


Mississippi 


Mississippi 


10 


S6 

^.9 
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STATE 


LICENSE  NUMBER      TO  WHOM  REGISTERED 


Mississippi 


Mississippi 


Mississippi 


Mississippi 


Mississippi 
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STATE 


LICENSE  NUMBER      TO  WHOM  REGISTERED 


Mississippi 


Mississippi 


This  document  contains  neither  recommendations 
nor  conclusions  of  the  FBI.     It  is  the  property  of  the 
FBI  and  is  loaned  to  your  agency;  it  and  its  contents 
are  not  to  be  distributed  outside  your  agency. 
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SOCIALIST  WORKERS  PARTY  -  SEATTLE  BRANCH 


1.8 
\ 

21 
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27 

2-1 

31 


In  May,  1941,  a  source  advised  that  during  the  . 
month  of  May,  1941,  the  Seattle  Branch  of  the  Socialist 
Workers  Party  (SWP)  was  reorgainzed  and  received  official 
recognition  as  a  branch  of  the  Party  from  the  national 
office  of  the  SWP  in  New  York,  New  York. 

On  May  6,  1964,  another  source  advised  i±G&t 
the  Seattle  Branch,  SWP,  with  headquarters  at.  3815 
5th  Avenue  N.  E. ,  Seattle,  Washington,  is  a  present 
active  affiliate  of  the  National  SWP.    According  to 
source,  membership  in  the  Seattle  Branch  includes 
RICHARD' FRASER,  wfio  is  a  member  of  the  SWP  National 
Committee  and  his  wife  CLARA  FRASER,  who  is  an  alternate 
member  of  the  SWP  National  Committee* 

i  - 

The  Socialist  Workers  Party  has  bfeen 
designated  by  the  Aitomey  General  of 
the  United  States  pursuant  to  Execultve 
Order  10450. 


1  i.--  ^> 


F  B  I 


Date:    September  13,  I965 


th,e  following  in 
AIRTEL 


(Type  in  plaintext  or  code) 

AIRMIL  '    •  \ 

ALL  INFORMATI&S'kS^^lTAirJED 


HATE  .^^  _,jS£l^Mlkl 

DIRECTOR,  FBI  [157-2466)  ^  '^^^ 

SAC,  MOBILE  (157-1017       (P.)  -  /  r  ( 

*^  'iEACONS  OP  DEFENSE -AND  JUSTICE,:  INC/,^  ' aka*^' V^"^'- 


"The  Deacons" 
RiM 


00:     NEVJ  ORLEANS 


  .s  intepvievjed  numerous  leaders  con- 
nected with  various  civil  rights  action  groups  in  Southern 
States.  ■  ■  . 


Durin 


35 

3  6 

T 

3- 
39 

-JO 
U: 

4  2 

•;3 

44 
45 
46 
47 

48 
49 

5  a 

"I  '  Bureau 
32  2  -  Nev/  Orleans 

53  2  -  iMoblle 

y|ig^;"  v  .:■  CBC:lwd 


  their  conversat:' on 

turned  to  the  captioned  organization.    She  had  heard  that 
letters  had  been  sent  out  to  various  residents  of  Tuskegee, 
requesting  their  attendance  at  a  meeting  on  or  about 
August  15,  1965 J  at  3\jskege^^^i^soli citing  membership  in 
this  organization.   flH[^BHBiHl^^^^o^"^€^         that  he 
had  attended  this  meetjTig  but  he  declined  to  discuss  the  , 
organization  with  her  and  did  not  admit  actual  momhershl^p/^  fj^ 


';0  I — r~,:if  .      Special  Ag^Rt^iii^phaifti 


Sent  _ 


.-./Ae*;-.' 


He  dl ^appear  to  have  a  sympathetic  interest  in  the  organi'za- 
tion.BBH^toId  her  to  leave  "the  Deacons"  out  of  her.  .#r^fe 
report  on  the  results  of  her  survey.  "'.iv;^. 


Efforts' are  being  ..made  through  established -sourcej 
and  reliable  Informants  to  verify,  whether  or  not  a -chapterV: 
o f .  t he  Pe a  c on  s  ;  i  s- .  in  ■  exi  s  t e ri  c e  in  ;■  t he Tu  skege e  .  c omrauni  ty v^?^;-  . 
Since  this  has  not  been  es tab  1  i s he d r no :  LHM  is  be  1  ng  t^. -  ./f ^'-7;i|5%^ 
submitted  .at '  this  time;-'  '  ' ^  ^V'^'-.;  -  ;^^^'v;^''^  v-  l::'- 

Nevf  Orleans  Office^  will  advise  if  informants'^    '  '  ^ 
have  knovjledge  of  a  formation  of  a  chapter  of  the  Deacons 
at  Tuskegee,  Alabama. 


-/v      '  .  r  ■ : "  ^'  -^f  3*?;-  I* 


I 


'1 


it  the.  following  in 
AIRTEL 


F  B  I- 

Date:  9/14/65 


■  /■■■:'*r'- 





(Type  in  plm^xt  or  code) 

confICntial 


(Priority) 


DIRECTOR,  FBI 


 ^ 


SAC,  NEW  YORK  (157-15^2)  (P)  .  R£C^^^ 


THE':6eaC0NS  PGR  defense  /?//^  ^tJ-:^C£ 
Siq  — - —     n,.  — - 


^Bureau  (mi) 
2^Newark  (157-New)  (rm) 
1-Jackson  (iNFO)  (RM) 
1-New  Orleans  (INFO)  (RM) 
1-New  York 


**G*A  J :  pam 


5£P  15  B65  .  i. 


CLASS.  &  EXT.  BY 
RKASOM  -  FCIM  ].l 


•?0  -  •  Special  Agent  in  ChOPtSe-'^ 


.M 


Per 


py.  157-1542  :       ; ;^    'x ^    CONFjlFNTIAL'S^^  '^^^ 

:  ''i?:^^  *       -^For  the  infomation^of^the  Bureau ■and^^o^ 


^:'®celving  offices,  though  there  is  no..,ln£ormatlon  to 
f^pV'  Indicate  the  organization  is  sponsoring -this  "affair, 
-5j#^v  the -current  .New^ork  City  Address-Telephone  Director 


185 


the 'current  ^New^ork  City  Address-Telephone  Directory, 
reflects  th^f%stj3  Action  Council,  phone  ' 

,  -fs  .'Ipc ate d  lLg7TO]rWe3:f  "Q^d  Street ^  NYC . 

^the 


■'4  ti.-'f. 


'4i  ■ -f^'i  • 


^^^^rest  Side  ngnif led  Action-  Committee  (WSUAC),  ^  100~Wes.t;::82ndfo>l 
2 l^^F Street,  W£0,  vjas  formerly  known  as  West  Side  CORE.  '     'r  T 

2  3'^-:^'  The  WSUAC  has  sponsored  or  co-s  pons  ore  d  " 

2 demonstrations,  rallies  and/or  fund-raising  affairs  during 
25^«<fl9o5  with  one  or  more  of  the  following  organizations: 

27i£^";";  The  Upper  West  Side  Du  Bois-Club  :> 

le  Student  Non-Violent  •Coordinating  Committee'/ 
?he  Mississippi  Freedom  Democratic  Party  -^'y-^:^^^'?'^-  r'-^--^;^::--.y,^^^ 


rTV  ^- S'-' 

'  ■"  •'A/3?* 


AIRTEL 

TO:  DIRECTOR,  FBI  (157-3022) 
FROM:     SAC,  WFO  (XST-SSS) 


ORGimiZATXON  FOR  BLACK  POWER 
RACIAL  BilATTERS 
(00:  NY) 


(OBP) 


(RM) 


2  - 


2  - 


5  - 


2) 


net  I 


2  - 


4  - 


Bureau  (Enc.  8) 
Chicago  - (157-678)   (Enc.  5) 
(1  -  ) 
(1  -  )  (RAM) 

(1  -  )  (ACT) 

(1  -  ) 
Cincinnati  (Enc.  2)  (RM) 
(1  -  157-628) 
(1  -               )  (RAM) 
Cleveland  (Enc.  2)  (RM)     n  ' 
(1  -  157-393) 
(1  -               )  (RAM) 
Detroit  (Enc,  5)  (RM) 
(1  -  157-958) 
(1  -  100-22248) 
(1  -  100-22136) 
(1  -                   )  (RAM) 
(1  -  ) 
has  Angeles  (Enc»  2)  (RM) 
(Enc.  3)  (RM) 
.   )  (OBP), 
)  

)  (Deacons  for  Defense  and  Justice) 
2)  (RM) 


loc.. 


Nevr  Orleans 
(1  - 
(1  - 
(1  - 

New  York  (Enc. 
(1  -  157-1469) 
(1  -  100-§1911) 
Phi lade Iphia  (Enc • 
(1  -  157-1508) 
(1  -  ) 
(1  -  ) 
(1  -  ) 
Portland  (Enc . 


4)  im) 


6 1 
52 


(1  -  ) 
(1  -  ) 
4  -  WFO 

(1  -  157-583) 
(1  -  157-528) 
(1  -  157-461) 
(1  -  157-425) 
HHKiwjj 
(34) 


RAM 

(Freedom 
2)  (RM) 
(OBP) 
(RAM) 


Action  Committee) 


(OBP) 


[RAM) 


IS  "lii  'l££ 

j,OT  BECSOBDSa  ' 
150  SEP  22  1955  i 


i>!FORMATiO:i  Cd-AlkMS. 
HEREIN  IS  UNCLASSIFIED 


WFO  157-583 


BeNYtel,  9/1/65;  reWFOairtel  and  I-HM,  9/2/65; 
reWFOtel,  9/2/65;  reCGtel,  9/8/65. 

Enclosed  for  the  Bureau  are  eight  copies  of  an 
LHM  regarding  an  OBP  meeting  attended  by  ^^MI^^^HHV 

in  Detroit,  Michigan,  on  9/4,5/65,     LHM  copies  being  sent 
as  follows:    Chicago,  5;  Cincinnati,  2;  Cleveland,  2; 
Detroit,  5;  lios  Angeles  2,;  New  Orleans,  3;  New  York,  2; 


Phi lade 1 phi a y 


  furnished  the  LHM  information 

to  S^^^HIH^Hm^F  on  9/8/65.     On  9/8/65,  MHB^furnished 

SA  SH^the  copies  of  the  booklets  and  attachments.  Inasmuch 
as  wFO  has  no  knowledge  whether  New  York  may  have  copies 
of  the  booklets. and  SNCC  newspaper,  no  copies  were  made  due 
to  the  large  number  of  pages  which  would  need  to  be  copied* 
WFO  will  maintain  these  booklets  in  the  lA  serial  of  WFO 
157-583, 

^^^^^^  The  confidential  source  in  the  LHLI  isflHI^- 
^■^HPPt     It  is  believed  that^HHP's  identity  as  a 
source  should  be  treated  as  confidential  in  view  of  the 
possible  danger  existing  if 
helped  the  FBI. 


!  Ln 

-It. 


wex'e  disclosed  as  having 


expressed  great  concern  regarding  the  < 
future  of  the  OBP.  He  was  disgusted,  and  voiced  it,^  regarding  ; 
JESSE  GRAY*s  action  in  having  invited  RAM  to  the  Detroit  \ 
meeting.    H^H^ stated  he  was  shocked  at  the  arrogant 

attitude  displayed  by  the  reported  RAM  members  at  the  OBP 
meeting.    He  advised  that  the  attempt  by  the  group  of  about 

ItXSU    lUCU,      CAfJJU    tjajk  Ji  yj.Ug     Ali        lU—^        «UiUJ     AA^^^,       »»vr     w^m  ww*  »uw 

frightened  IHHPb  He  was  blaming  JESSE  GRAYfo^showin^^ 
poor  leadership  in  the  OBP.    IHHI^ stated  fllHHI^HHHi^ 

IHHilHM^BI^is  also  very  concerned  about  JESSE  GRAY*s. 
apparent  lack  of  leadership  qualities.    flBI^ stated  that 
■■■l^is  giving  serious  consideration  to  terminating  his 
affiliation  with  the  OBP  as  he  is  afraid  that  some  ; 

irresponsible  individual  or  individuals  may  do  something  ' 
which  could  touch  off  a  riot  at  some  future  date.     Such  an 

"ntvil  Richts"  Movement  a  most 
unfavorable  reputation,  one  that  would  destroy  most  of  the 
progress  made  to  the  present.    fj^fH/^  Bta.ted  he  wants  to 
work  for  "rights"  for  Negroes  but  not  where  there  may  be  a  | 
chance  of  violence. 


WFO  157-583 


stated  that  he  hopes  to  discuss  the 
future  of  the  OBP  with  and  JBSSE  GRAY  ■■■■■9 

fl^BHUIH^Hil^  HH^^  will  then  decide  whether  he  will 
.continue  towork  with  the  OBP,     He  hopes  to  convince 
GRAY  that  MMl^  s  method  of  moving  slowly  is  desirable* 
■■i^^praised  the  efforts  of  President  hxsWGa  B»  JGadSOa 
in  attempting  to  obtain  for  all  Negroes  the  .rights  that 
^iiave  been  denied  them  in  the  past* 

Copies  of  the  LHM  being  disseminated  locally 
to  Secret  Service,  OSl,  MDW,  DIO-KDW* 


WFO  has  no  characterizations  for: 

Northern  Student  Movement 
Freedom  Action  Committee 
Deacons  for  Defense  and  Justice 
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Pase<s)  withheld  entirely  «t  this  location  in  the  file.  One  or  more  of  the  following  statements,  where 
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ORGANIZATION  K)R  BLACK  FOWSR  (OfiP) 


On  September  8,  1965,  a  confidential  source  who 


Federal* Bureau  of  Investigation  (FBI)  as  follows  concerning.  [ 
the  GBP  meeting  held  in  Detroit «  Michigan,  on  September  4  •■  j; 

and  5j  1965:  *~  ] 

The  meeting  was  originally  planned  to  be  a  meeting  j 
of  the  OBP  "steering  committee^  and  would  have  been  for  a 
small  group.    However,  Jjdsse^ray,  National  Director,  OBP, 
on  his  own  initiative,  decided  to  extend  an  invitation  to 
the  Revolutionary  Action  Movement  (RAM)  of  New  York  City. 
RAM  is  described  in  the  appendix  section.    The  end  result  j 
was  a  meeting  of  several  hundred  persons  present  at  the 
Detroit  meetttng  of  OBP  at  5028  Joy  Road,    Jesse  Gray  presided 
at  the  September  4,  1965,  meeting.    A  copy  of  the  program  is  I 
attached.    Among  those  present  were  members  of:    RAM  from  | 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania;  Detroit,  Michigan;  Chicago,  . 
Illinois;  Cleveland,  Ohio;  Dayton,  Ohio;  and  Portland,  Oregon; 
JSlor.therji_Student  Movement  represented  by  Mr.ystrickland  of  ^UJ-j^A 
Detroit,  and  some  from  New  York"  City;  Deacons  For  Defense  arilS  f 
Justice  represented  by  Ernest"  Thomas  of  Bogaiusa ,  .Louisiana;  ^ 
"A'ssociated  Community  Teams  (ACT)  repr'esent'ed  by  Nahazi>-R6gersj^E^L^ 
"and' wife  of  Chicago,-  and  Julius sJ^^AHobson,  Washington, . D.C.,^„,.Ziii 
Others  present  were:     William' R, /Davis,  of  the  Freedom  ^M^irU:!^ 
AcJ:ioniCommittee .  Philadelphia T'^Penasylvania,    OBP  member  _ 
Jame^;^ggs/i[iia"lnL"fe /^^  Michigan. .  .Lawrenc.ej;:^ 

Landi^y^f  tKe^Chicago  ACT /did  not!  attend.     Reverend  Albert.  B.  

dTeaauOf  Jr. ,  a  Detroit  minister  who  is  campaigning  for  Detroit 
councilman,^ was  also  present*    there  were  many  young  Negroes 
present  who  were  reportedly  members  of  RAM.    Many  individuals     .  , 
present  refused  to  divulge  their  identity,  especially  among  -'^ 
those  reported  to  be  RAM  members*    The  RAJ^member^had  no 
visible  leaders  at  the  meeting*  ^fl^^^^^HH^^Pf  D  ^Ir'  /^:  ^  ^ 


The  Saturday,  September  (4,  1965,  evening  session 
was  called  to  order  by  James  Boggs*    Registration  for  delegates 
was  $1  per  person*    Boggs  welcomed  those  present,  and 
extended  his  greetings  to  all* 


7    3,0^  2. 
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Jesse  Gray,  National  Director,  OBP,  then  spoke 
about  the  present  poor  economic  conditions  of  Negroes  in 
the  United  States  <US) .    Gray  also  stated  many  Negroes 
were  against  fighting  in  the  present,  conflict  between 
South  Viet  Nam  and  North  Viet  Nam  in  which  the  US  is 
involved.    Gray  attempted  to  counsel  against  the  tearing- 
up  and  destruction  of  Selective  Service  cards  carried  by 
young  men  eligible  for  duty  in  the  armed  forces  of  the 
US*    This  suggestion  had  come  from  an  unidentified  man* 

Ernest  Thomas  of  the  "Deacdns  For  Defense  and 
Justice*'  of  Bogalusa,  Louisiana,  was  a  guest  speaker.  He 
talked  about  "Self  Defense"  as  practiced  by  the  "Deacons" 
in  Louisiana.    Thomas  voiced  his  opposition  to  the  refusal 
to  fight  for  the  US  in  Viet  Nam.    He  stated  the  "Deacons" 

1  a    J  —  J.  _  ^  .1.    ^'U^^^^'l  ..AM    A  w«  ^     A^VtyiM    VA^vt^Aa    o  rro  -t  n  dnxr 

attacks  by  "white  people"  in  the  South.    Thomas  stated  the 
"Deacons"  have  obtained  guns  for  self-defense  and  have 
established  "ham"  radio  stations  to  provide  quick  communication 
for  the  "Deacons",    He  also  urged  those  present  to  refrain 
from  becoming  involved  in  any  riots  or  acts  of  violence. 

Two  unidentified  male  Negroes  from  Los  Angeles 
reported  concerning  the  recent  riot  and  destruction  of  a 
great  portion  of  Los  Angeles.    These  men  reported  as  follows: 
The  looting  and  shooting  in  Los  Angeles  was  done  by  organized 
gangs,  not  named,  who  had  been  ordered  to  shoot  but  not  hit 
anyone.    One  policeman  was  hit  accidently.    This  occurred 
as  a  result  of  40-50  young  "kids"  shooting  in  the  destroyed 
area.    The  looting  was  also  done  by  organized  gangs  who 
looted  block  by  block.    The  organizers  were  not  mentioned* 

During  the  September  4,  1965,  meeting,  persons 
reportedly  members  of  RAM  urged  that  Negroes  called  for 
induction  iato  military  service,  go  to  the  local  boards  and 
tear  up  their  Selective  Service  cards.    These  RAM  members 
also  indicated  they  believed  the  OBP  was  much  too  mild  in 
dealing  with  the  problems  of  housing,  jobs,  education,  and 
police  brutality  as  they  concern  the  Negroes  in  the  US* 

RAM  in  Detroit  reportedly  has  assembled  50  to  60 
young  Negroes  eligible  for  induction  into  the  US  Armed  Forces 
at  the  Wayne  County,  Michigan,  induction  center*    They  are 
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roportoa  to  be  ready  to  tear  up  their  Selective  Service'  \\ 

cards  when  called  for  induction  a.X  the  induction  center* 

Th^se  men  were  located  hy  an  annoancement  made  from  an 

automobile  which  had  been  driven  around  In  the  "ghetto" 

area  of  Detroit,    RAM  people  also  suggested  that  Negroes 

in  the  armed  forces  should  refuse  to  follow  oirders  of  ;^ 

officers. 

The  first  confidential  source  stated  on 
September  8,  1965,  that  a  Negro  named  General  Baker,  Jr. 
of  Detroit j  is  to  be  inducted  into  the  US  Army  on 
September  10,  1965,  ±h  Detroit,     Plans  for  sympathy 
demonstrations  protesting  Baker's  induction  are  planned 
for  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  New  York  City,  but  none  will  be 
held  in  Washington,  D.C« 

Julius  W.  Hobson,  Chairman  of  District  of 
Columbia  (DC)  ACT  spoke  concerning  his  desire  to  attend 
the  future  conference  President  Lyndon  Baines  Johnson 
wants  to  hold  with  leaders  of  the  "Civil  Rights"  move- 
ment.    Hobson  stated  his  position  would  result  in  •  - 
maintaining  a  line  of  communication  with  representatives 
of  the  US  Government  interested  in  eliminating  poverty, 
and  providing  for  the  essential  needs  of  the  under 
privileged.    The  general  feeling  of  those  present  in  many 
instances  was  that  the  OBP  should  not  attend  any  conference 
called  by  President 'Johnson,  as  they  feared  further  con- 
tainment in  the  present  Negro  "ghettos"  of  the  large  " 
cities  in  the  United  States.    Hobson  told  the  meeting  he 
would  attend  any  conferenGe  called  by  President  Johnson 
if  Hobson  is  invited* 

Unidentified  persons  present  critized  the  United 
States  Government's  poverty  program  and  called  it  a  failure. 

The  OBP  meeting  on  Sunday  afternoon,  September  5, 
1965,  was  presided  over  by  Julius  W.  Hobson.    The  afternoon 
was  devoted  to  arguments  for  and    against  serving  15  the 
US  armed  forces  in  Viet  Nam,  opposition  to  fighting  in  the 
Viet  Nam  conflict,  refusal  to  fight  in  Viet  Nam  when  ordered 
to  do  so,  and  opposition  to  the  present  US  poverty  program. 

During  the  afternoon  session  about  ten  young  Negro 
males  carrying  "M-1"  type  rifles  attempted  to  enter  the  meeting 
place.    The  first  one  was  refused  admission  unless  he 
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disposed  of  his  rifle.    That  man  and  the  other  rifle  bearers 
placed  their  rifles  In  a  nearby  automobile  and  came  to  thd  - 
meeting,  *  There  was  one  policeman  directing  traffic  on  a 
nearby  corner  during  the  "rifle"  incident.     It  was  not  learned 
whether  the  rifles  were  loaded  and  who  carried  them. 

The  Sunday  afternoon  meeting  adjoutned  at  about 
3:30  p.m.  and  about  ten  persons  went  to  dinner  at  the  James 
Boggs*  home,  3061  Field  Street ,  Detroit.  • 

Later  that  afternoon  a  street  rally  sponsored  by 
RAM  was  held' on  i2th  Street  in  eastern  Detroit.  Several 
thousand  people  attended,  apparently  from  the  nearby  slum 
area.    The  speakers  at  the  rally  were  Julius  W.  Hobson, 
James  Boggs,  Jesse  Gray,  and  Reverend  Albert  B.  Cleage. 
Hobson  spoke  about  police  brutality,  poverty  program  needs i 
and  the  need  for  adequate  employment. 

An  unidentified  male  Negro  of  RAM  stated  at  the 
rally  that  no  disturbance  was  desired  and  he  urged  all  to 
attend  the  September  10  rally  planned  as  a  protest  demon-' 
stration  at  the  Fort  Wayne  Induction  Station  at  Livernois 
and  Jefferson  Streets  in  Detroit.    He  passed  out  handbills 
advertising  the  rally.    A  copy  of  the  handbill  is  attached* 
Unidentified. men  also  passed  out  copies  of  the  following: 


1.  Booklet,  16  pages,  entitled  ^'The  Los  Angeles 
War  Cry",  "published  by  RAM.    Black  Liberation  Front  of 
the  USAV.   .  ,  .     .  . 

2.  Booklet  I  32  pages,  C^iptloned  "Black  America 
Arm  Yourselves  For  a  War  of  Self  Defense  and  Survival", 
"published  by  RAM.    Black  Lj^beration  Front  of  the  USA", 

3.  "Black  Vanguard,  August  1965",  a  59  page 
book,  which  can  be  subscribed  to  at  Black  Vanguard, 


Also  available  during  the  OBP  meetings  was  a 
copy  of  a  newspaper  published  by  The  Student  Nonviolent 
Coordinating  Committee  of  California,  entitled  "The 
Movement**,  dated  July,  1965. 

The  first  source  also  advised  that  Mr.  Strickland, 
Detroit,  Northern  Student  Movement  was  very  opposed  to  the 
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RAM  comments.    This  caused  RAM  members  to  try  to  get 
Strickland  evicted  from  the  meeting. 

Comments  by  an  unidentified  RAM  member  at  the 
OBP  meeting  indicated  that  RAM  is  the  same  as  an  organi- 
zation known  by  the  letters  ARM.    This  individual  stated 
that  RAM  is  known  as  ARM  in  some  cities.    He  did  not  name 
the  cities. 


believed  Jesse  Gray  maae 
a  bxg  mistake  by  inviting  RAM  to  the  OBP  meeting  in  Detroit* 
Their  concern  was  based  on  the  fact  that  RAM  is  not  a 
member  of  the  OBP  and,  therefore,  should  not  have  been 
invited  to  a  meeting. which  was  to  be  a  "steering  committee" 
gathering.    ^H^^RHlH^BII^^^^®  rather  alarmed  at  the 
comments  and  attitude  of  the  RAM  members  present  at  the 
OBP  meeting.    flHHH^H^B^^^^  afraid  that  the  OBP  may 
be  taken  over  and  dominated  by  RAM. 

The  first  source  advised  further  that  the  OBP  • 
will  not  participate  in  any  acts  of  destruction  of  Selective 
Service  ..cariis  or  advocate  insurrection  by  members  of  the 
US  armed  forces. 


S6  ' . 


REVOLUTIONARY  ACTION  MOVEMENT 


On  November  3,  1964,  a  source  made  nvallablc  a 
^Inciimcnt  pntitXod  "Thp  Hgyolutlonnry  Action  Movcmont  MnnifostOi*' 
liie  (iocumuni:  having  boon  obtained  by  tlio  oourco  Xrom  an 
individual  known  to  be  a  member  of  the  Revolutionary  Action 
Movement  (RAM).  fji^' 

This  document  stated,  in  part,  that  RAM^wag^f f icially 
orfTanizcd  in  the  Winter  of  1963  by  Af ro-Amc;>icnns  who  support 
tiie  revolutionary  objectives  of _Ilab.crJt_F^yilliams,  now 
residing  in  .Cuba,  and  his  concept  of  or^nizod  violence  to 
achieve  the  liberation  of  the  Af ro-AtuGricon  people  in  the 
United  States.     Tliis  Manifesto  disclosed  that  RAM  had  oriented 
its  program  to  one  of  education  and  political  revolution  and 
the  organization  of  a  **black"  political  party  witli  revolutionary 
objectives,  having  recognized  tlio  need  for  a  "black  revolution" 
that  could  and  would  seize  power,     RAM  philosophy  is  described 
in  tills  document  as  one  of  revolutionary  nationalism,  that  is, 
ono  involving  the  struggles  of  the  nonwhite  races  of  the  world 
against  exploitation  and  enslavement  by  the  white  capitalist 
and  imperialist  nations. 


Regarding  "iUlliaras,  it  should  be  noted  that  on 
August  28,  1961,  a  Federal  warrant  was  issued  at  Qiai'lotte, 
North  Carolina,  charging  him  with  Unlawful  Flight  tOv Avoid, 
Prosecution  for  the  ci'ime  of  kidnapping.     Subsequent  to  the 
issunnco  of  this  warrant,  Williams  fled  the  United  States  to 

"The  Crusader"  from  Havana, 

Tills  source  in  September,  1964,  advised  RAM  is 
dedicated  to  the  overthrow  of  the  capitalist  system  in  the 
United  States,  by  violence  if  necessary,  and  to  its  replacement 
by  a  socialistic  system  oriented  toward  the  Ciiinesc  communist 
interpretation  of  Marxism-L  ninism,     RAM  is  entirely  nonwhite 
in  membership,  clandestine  m  nature,  and  owes  its  primary 
— »v   i,ta«^     *^ujiuu«4[^   MWfjLj.u,      Willi  LOU  iiunwiiiic  x^ac^s 

of  tho  world  rather  than  to  any  national  entity,  as  such. 


On  Novemboi'  16,  1964,  a  second  source  advised  he 
learned  recently  from  an  RAM  member  that  the  organization 
Detroit,  r/Iichifxan,  largely  under  the  impetus  of 

the  "Father"  of  RAM  and  referred  to 
Fx-eeman  served  as  HAM  Chairman,  with 


bcjraivin  Dotrc 
Doiy<3jreeman,  < 


,_r/iichir:an.  largely  under  the 
desci^ibed  as 
as'^Mj.I's  "Biack  Stalin." 


Mnxwoll  Stanford,  now  of  Kow 
Pennsylvania,  serving  as  RAM 


York  City,  fonnorly  of  Philadelphia, 
Field  Chaix*man« 


Tliis  source  stated  in  May,  1965,  there  has  been  no 
formal  headquarters .  as  such,  for  RAM  but  that  headquarters 
have  been  with  Freeman  since  he  has  played  such  a  dominant  role 
in  the  leadership  of  and  has  dirocted  the  policies  and  activities, 
of  the  organization.  j 

Within  recent  months,  according  to  the  second  source,  1 
dissension  within  RAM  has  become  evident  and  some  dissatisfaction 
v/ith  Freeiuan's  leadership  has  arisen.  So  far  as  is  known,  how-  : 
ever,  he  remains  the  titular  .leader  of  RAM. 


To  date,  according  to  the  second  source  in  May,  1965, 
RAM  has  organized  units  and  membership  in  several  of  the  larger 
cities  in  the  United  States  east  of  the  Mississippi  River  and 
-Ovr-      the  organization  is  currently  active  in  attempting  to  recruit 
31  new  members  and  expand  its  sphere  of  influence.  .  - 
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IhI  ff'^'v  ^^"^-^ion  r.u.;..rs  (Johnson  and 

they  thinlc  black  people  will  serve  as  can- 
non focoer.  fox  the  Hitler  typo  war  raachino 
VietSr       "'"^^^'^"ly  Slaughter   Asians  in 

*  ^^J^^  j^^^y  ;^  *^^^ii3ht  o/  the  "  atrocities  com-' 
-It tec-  oy  the  racist  beast  in  Los  An^reles 
In  Los  Anseles  they  calleo  the  Blooey  slau.-ht- 

-er  cX-  our  people  operation  ''cleHT''s^;Te"?.7^ir:* 
/letnair.  they  called  the  ' saiue'VpeTa^Vrr- search  " 
anc^stjcr:.    The  victi;.is    arc  the  ^ar^c"- 1^-.^ 

i..iperiaiis;u  a^^  oppression, 

V;e  are  serving  notice  to  the  wr.i-^e  racist  tha- ^ 
we  v;xu  rx3ht  a  nitty  gritty.  -:oc  to  toe  head  " 
wauppxng  struggle  in  racelanc  U.S.A.  to  liber- 

1^^°^^'  ^^"'^^^  ^^^y  a  isno^iicus.- 

Slave  role  on  tni.s- earth  ajain. 

jOIrJ  50  000  AilG.-^Y  3LA,C::s  IN  A  P.-^CT2ST  ^koil-  '  " 
STSTiOiI  AT  LIViSRBiOS  AilD  JEFriiRSON. 
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^  . Antonio ,  Texas,  August  51st,,  1965       ;  j 

^-j^^^  Ilr,  J,  ^dgar  Hoover 

l2  ^.Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation 

1^/  WasginGton,  C,  C. 

is    Dear  i^r.  Hoover; 

The  enclosed  clipping  is  alarming  l^ecause  of  the  seeming  laxity  of 

v^j^jt3|e  lav/  in  permitting  this  Orhanization  of  Negros  to  ana. 

:'-f^r  self  -  defense?    Never  in  the  history  ox  our  country  has  so  mucla 

2  2  '  progress  for  the  l^^egro  oeen  accomplished  as  nov;.  ■  j 

^^.'•  "Anti  -  Castro  Communists  refu^^ees  from  Cuha,  endeavoring  to  accu-  i 
24    ■  "  i 

os-'-i^nulate  arms  lor  thz  purpose  of  regaining  their  country,  have  "been  i 

2^  ■  arrested  and  their  arms  confipcated  by  the  law,  and,  there  have  "been 
2^  ■  t 
2 ^^ac counts  in  the  Press  of  /inti-Communists  Organizations  being  arrestee 

^^^^^r  having'  a  cache  of  arms,  yet,  this  Negro  Organization  openly  arms 

3]L''  A'^ithout  restraint  J  i 

^^^'SJ^'Cordes  of  this  cliiopin'-:  have  been  sent  to  President  Johnson  -^nd  Tex^s 

3 J'^-"  Governor  Conjielly  v.ith  the  above  conLments,  excusin^^:  anonymity,  by  j 

^5-    stating  that,  one  fears  to  sign  their  signiture  since  'our  sv/eet  \ 

>-^jpp3,and  of  liberty'  has  come  to  such  a  sad  state  of  affairs,  one  may 

'"have  their  tonsne  cut  out  for  expressing  an  honest  opinion.  ! 

4Q  .  Tha^ik  you  Sir,  for  having;  given  the  innttGr  your  attenriun. 

^  1-  ,  ^ .    .  /  j  ' 

4  2  United  States  Citizen.  i/  '>  : 

4  4  / 

^5         i\  3,      -Tu  :  ostion  to  our  i- resident  to  quell  riots  ^vas  deoortation 

46  .  _  ^ 

47  -or  the  Loaders  en.d  Killers. 


43 
49 


J  I'' 


•4.  -'-t-j. 


Texas 

Group  Formed 

To  Help  '/ 
Arm  Negroes 

AUSTIN  -  (AP)  -Mark 
,aein.  Cornell  University  siu-. 
llent,  said  today  a  group  J£  be- 
ing organized  to  aid  the^ca- 

cons  for  Defense  and__Justipe,,  ^ 

whlchTiraescnbecras  an  armed 
Negro  self-delense  group.  ■ 

He  said  the  Deacons  have 
chapters  in  Louisiana,  Alabam*' 
and  Mississippi. 

The  Austii  Rroup  v/ill  ^e^— - 
.called  "The  Committee  to  Aid 
■'ilhe  Deacon!,"  Klein  said.  He 
(isaid  it  will  raise  money  for  the 
'  Deacons. 

Klein,  who  is  in-  Austin  lor 
the  summer,  is  the  spokesman 

,  for  the  group. 
I  .  ^  


r-      /  * 


0  /^  C  .. 


G  —  6  3 


ENCLOSURE   ^..-—^ 


MAr  'f  '  1  Di  rioN 
(f^n  r.i  M  nt.G.  40.  17 


Memorandum 

DIRECTOR,  FBI 


CON 


lAL 


date:  9/22/65 


SAC,  BALTIMORE  (157-1008) 

Co 

THE  DEACONS^FOR  DEFENSE 

RM  "■  " 


Re  Newark  AT  and  LHM  dated  9/20/65, 


/ 


^^iMiif -  Enclosed  for  Pittsburgh  office'  is  a  copy  of 

^•9:^fS»«  referenced  airtel  and  letterhead  memorandum. 

30  r- 

31  ■  ' 

3 2^-  ^  int'ok::^aticn  contained 

3  2'^  ■;  Kj)-  Bureau  l^^-'^N  is  UMASSIFIEJ) 

34  1  -  Newark  (157-1992) 

35  2  -  Pittsburgh  (End.  2) 
1  -  Baltimore 
BFN:ers 


36 


38= 
39 

;o 

41 
42 
4  3 
44 
45 
46 
47 

48 
49 

SO 

n 

52 

S3 

3 


(5) 


CUSS,  i  EXT.  BY  <k^^fU^  1-/7  iO 

REASON  -  FCIM  11^1-2/4  X, 
WtW;  OF  JjEYIEffl"     9-^^  ^1  V^^^"^^^"** 


18  SEP  2319b5 


CORi 


ry.5".  Scmtigi-^onds  Regulady.j)tiJhe.  Payroll  Savings  Plan 


^^^^  % 


F  B  I 
Date: 


9/20/65 


it  the  following  in 
AIBTEL 


(Type  in  plain  text  or^ode)  QQ 


(Priority  or  Method  of  Mailing) 


TO: 

FROM: 
SUBJECT: 


DIHECTOR,  FBI 

SAC,  l^I^^RK  (157-1992)  (RUG) 

^\ 

Tiffi  DEACONS  FOa  DEFENSE 
i2ACIAL  MATTERS 


CLASS.  &  EXT.  B 

REASON  -  FCIM  1 
DATE  0?  REVIEV; 


—       ■■  ■  rwpi^^ 
7 


t  J 


Ee  Hew  York  alrtel  to  the  Bureau  dated  9/14/65 • 

Eaclosed  for  the  Bureau  are  eight  copies  of  letter- 
neaa  memorandum  captioned  as  above*    Enclosed  for  Baltimore 
and  New  York  are  two  copies  of  letterhead  memoranduin. 
Enclosed  for  Jackson  and  Kew  Orleans  is  one  copy  each  of 
letterhead  memorandum* 

Ko  copy  of  referenced  communication  v;as  sent  to 
Baltimore* 


For  the  information  of  Baltimore,  The  Deacons 
for  Defense  and  Justice  C»@ll^ved  to  be  identical  with 
captioned  organization)  are  a  militant  Hegro  civil  rights 
group  who  have  vowed  to  fight  the       Xlux  iClan  ^ifify'  r  / 
physical  violence.  If  necessaryi|y|Qy.J1   I  Si  ^         '  -'-^ 

a  -  Bureau  CEncs.  y)V/>    '  REC  67  i^At)      rmr  i 
2  -  Baltimore.  (Encs.  ^^c^}^ 
1  -  New  Orleans  ^<Enc.  3iX>Q(Info)  ' 
1  -  Jackson  (Enc,  1)  (Ii' 


SEP  21  1985 


. .   .  _  -  New 

^iijy  k  3  -  Ne^rk 


(157-1542^ 


-2t 


SI' 


3 


Sent 


Special  Agent ^jn  Char'i 


cot 


mUn — 


NIC  157-1992 


lAL 


For  the  additional  information  of  Baltimore, 
New  York  in  re  airtel  advised  that  the  Vest  2ide Unified 
Action  Council  (TfSUAC)  is  located  at  100  V/est  82iid  St., 
New  York  City,  according  to  the  current  New  York  City 
Address  Telephone  Dxitiectory,    the  T/SUAC  was  formerly  known 
as  Vest  Side  COSE, 

The  r:SUAC  has  sponsored  or  co- sponsored  demon stra t i on 
rallies,  and/or  fund-raising  affairs  during  1965  with  one 
or  more  of  the  following  organizations: 

The  Upper  Vest  Side  Du  3ois  Club 

The  Student  Hon-Violent  Coordinating  Committee 

The  Mississippi  Freedom  Democratic  Party 

LEADS 
BALTIMORIS 


NE\?  YORK 

At  Hew  York  City,  New  York;      Attempt  to  identify 
BILL  (LIIU;,  mentioned  in  enclosed  LIiM  and  advise  Bureau, 
Baltimore I  Jackson,  New  Orleans  and  Newark* 


I        ED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  0  JSTICE 

FEDERAL  BUKEAU  OF  INVESTIGATION 

ITev/arU,  Hev/  Jersey 


X 


THE  DEACONS  FOE  DEFaiSS 


This  document  contains  neither  recommendations 
nor  conclusions  of  the  Federal  Bureau  of  investigation. 
It  is  the  property  of  the  Federal  Bureau  of  investigation 
and  is  loaned  to  your  agency;  it  and  its  contents  are  not 
to  be  distributed  outside  your  agency • 
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li\U 


UNITED  STA'l  ES  Q  .  ERNMENT 

Memoraddum 

:    SAC,  CHARLOTTE 


1 


._  (Your  file  /  ■>  /  )  DATE: 


Director,  FBI  (Bufile  and  Serial  157-2466 


DEACONS  OF  DEFENSE  AND  JUSTICE 
RACIAL  MATTERS 


Room  ko/^:M8lMP^i  ff^^S^?^ 

.      .„„   -*'^'  only) 


□  1.  Bufiles  indicate  this  case  is  delinquent.    Give  specific  reason  for  delinquency. 


£] 


Reurter"97W6T^TtTo^n^^  — 
"DEMONSTRATOTyrrPLTM^  > »  8/14/65^ 

XR~-~ELnRM  


□  submitted 


□  airtel         □  letterhead  memo  l_i  "-"^.""i.^"  . 

K]  2.  DATE  □  report   .  Rffi^iV^ 
letter        □  90-day  progress  letter      ^  WiUie  xubmitle 

Reporting  employee  

□  3.  If  valid  reason  exists  for  not  submitting  report  at  this 
when  report  will  be  submitted  


4.  Status  of  □  Appeal          □  Inquiry         |jC  Investigation         □  Prosecution 

□  airtel  □  letterhead  memo     to  verify  presence  of  "Deacons"  ; 
□  5.  Submit  □  report  allegedly  Sent  to  Plymouth  N.C. 

□  letter  □  90-day  progress  letter      by  from  Atlanta,  Ga,  ; 

3STjPte«c  reply  hereon  and  return  to  Bureau.  MJte\te^^^pt  (vnk^^^f^no'iMedi^^^  siricU  in  case  file,) 


41 


^7  XT* -'J  . 


I*- 


1' 


F  B  I 

Date:  9/22/65 


...... 

'■'■t-i'l-, 


the  following  in 


AIRTEL 


(Type  in  plaintext  or  code) 

AIR  MAIL 


f4^o/:-'  (Priority)  :        \  '"^'^^^^ 


UBJECT 


30 
31 
32 
33 
3  4" 
35 

36 

t 

38f 

39 

40 

41 

42 

43 

44 

45 

46 

47 

48 
49 

50 

52 

53 
S 


.  DIRECTOR,  FBI  (157-2466) 
SAC,  SAVANNAH  (157-731)   (P)    :      ^  * 
DEACONS  QFmgFFWRK  AWn  ,TTTffTTrK^_JHC.,, 

aka 
RM 

Re  Savannah  letter,  9/15/65. 

On  9/14/6.5^_^^^^^^^»  andj  

^  ^,  .  — ^  a3^15ei5^^^q^SiapterS'-, 

llj^f  this  organization  have  been  formed  in  the  St,  George,  S.  C.  ,\  • 
J^^^^  ^^^"^        harassment  of  civil  rights  workers  in  this  . 

area  does  not  come  to  a  halt,  they  believe  a  chapter  will  be 
formed. 


They  claimed  that  several  people  whom  they  refuse  to 
-  ■  identify  have  asked  questions  concerning  t>^i>  organization.  The 
questions  they  claimed  were  asked  of  ^HHjHHjlHi^l^^lV^"'*'^ 

in  St.  George,^_a— C.  ,  on  9/13/65.  'Hieyalsoclaxme^hey 


-were  not  at  liberty  to  divulge  the  advice  given  these  people 

This  matter  will  be  followed  closely  to  determine 
if  a  chapter  is  formed  in  this  area. 


Bureau  (RM) 
1-  Savannah 

HCBielh  - 
(4) 


AUINFOR?jATiQrjGONTAliJ£D 
HEREIN  is  UNCLASSIFIED 


3   SEP  241965 


^feciar  Agent  i 


Sent 


Ja4J   '.:  Per 


9-1  :i-b  b4)  r^':: 

UNJ']'ED  STA'l  ES  Gr' .tNMENT 


:  -  Memorandum 


12 

13;: 

liJbBjECT ; 

16 

1 


SAC,     LOS  ANGELES 


Director,  FBI  (Bufile  and  Serial 


tYourfiln     157-1184    ,    DATE:  9/23/65 


1  CT-i/iiCi: 


d^^^efSTin  file  and  i 
Room  No;,/^??^^^^  ,,:=3i«stro3c2fe±. 

DEACONS  OF  DEFENSE  AND  JUSTICE 
RAClAL~mTTERS  —  


(For  SOG  use 
only) 


ReBaIerVl7/65^ 


All  INFORMATION  CONTAINED 

mm  IS  •j;:y..rr.Tn:') 

"IT 


^'ti-^Jm^-  O  1.  Bufiles  indicate  this  case  is  delinquent  G 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25^ 
26 
27 

30: 

31 
3  2 


„  □  airtel        □  letterhead  memo 

□  2.  DATE  □  report 


□  submitted  ^  ^  ^'-^  '^i,^'^       ""^i  ~ 


CWetter        □  90-day  progress  letter      ^t]  -will  be  submitted  _„ 

Reporting  employee  

□  3.  If  valid  reason  exists  for  not  submitting  report  at  this  time,  state  reason  specifically  and 
when  report  will  be  submitted  


35 

"5 


^  4.  Status  of  □  Appeal         □  Inquiry        3^  Investigation _     g  Prosecution 

□  airtel  □  letterhead  memo  ^  ^  i  U  t'.^ 
□  5.  Submit  □  report                           ^'\\\     l^'"']:.  *        "         "  ' 

□  letter  □  90-day  progre^Ss  letter      by  -d)  '^       '    '  -^-^ 


f^0  ^evly  hereon  and  return  to  Bureau.    Note  receipt  An^(£^Icmwled9j^nt  on  top  serial  incase  Me.) 


u 


U.S.  GOVERNMENT  PBINTING  OFflCE:  196* -0-738-077 


IV ><!.<'''  J'*'*^  t*.^ 


the  following  in 


F  B  I 
Date: 


9/15/65 


{Type  in  plaintext  or  code) 


(Priority) 


DIRECTOR,  FBI  (157-2466) 
SAC,  SAN  ANTONIO  (157-413)  (RUC) 


:  ^  DliiAGONS  OP  DEFEHSIi:  AND  .TTT.STTCE 
RACIAL  ViATTiiR. 


Ke  San  Antonio  /■iirWl  to  the  Pirector 


8/28/65 . 


ij:nclosed  herewith  for  the  Bureau  are  8 
copies  of  Letterhead  memorandum  on  captioned  matter, 
suitacle  for  dissemination. 

Copies  of  this  Letterhead  memorandum  are 
cGln::  submitted  locally  to  OSI,  ONI^  INTC,  and  U.S. 
Secret  Service . 


AGENCY:   ACSI.  ONI,  0SI^;SEC.  SERfttO  18^^  ^Z.Cf^^  - 


ALBAilY  now  FORW: 


DKPT:  ISD  pPJ), 
DATE  FOHW:-.  U- 


_  :112  

:r^}.         1 2  SEP  23  1965 


AT  ITHACA,  imA  YORK 
Verify  residence  of 


One  copy  of  this  Alrtel  and  LIIM  dc".l;,^natGd 
1^         for  Houston  for  information  inasmuch  as  HHI^^MIHHM^  ' 

resides  witiiin  tije  HoustAi/ Division . 

jENCLOSIJRE       ALL  INFORMATiCn  CONTAINED 


Se'  #*^-^-^-Houston  (Jincl  1)  HEREIN  lb  Ui^bL;      i  kD 


53        -  2,rAlbany  (l^nGl.2)  (157-163) 
59  ;^  --^PWSan  Antonio  (1-157-413)  (l-157-4l4)  Gl'mc/cjh  (10) 
-^^[EPTO^^^^rr  r-rr-   Sent  ^  M  Per 


Reply,  Please  Refer  to 
Fife  No. 


^yinr^D  Si:A  >2S  DEPAjUXMENT  OF  JUSTICE 

FEDERAL  BUfiEAU  O^"  INVESTIGATION 

San  Antonio, .Texas 
September  l6,  1965 


DEACONS  OF  DEFENSE  AND  JUSTICE 


56 

58 

■?0 
o  1 


c       ALL  INroRf.1ATiO:^C":!TAiNED 
HEREIN  IS  UNCLr^'-!ZD 
DATE  7.v7r.iP-  C Y  y^/ 

...  //^^ 

ENCLOSURE 


\ 


DEACONS  OF  DEFENSE  AND  JUSTICE 


The  August  8,  1965,  issue  of  the  San  Antonio  Light, 
a  daily  newspaper  in  San  Antonio,  Texas,  carried  an  article 
datelined  Austin,  Texas,  stating  that  Mark  Klein,  a  Cornell 
University  student,  is  responsible  for  the  formation  of  the 
Committee  to  Aid  the  Deacons,  the  purpose  of  which  is  to  aid 
"the  Deacons  for  defense  and  justice."  Klein  described  the 
"Deacons"  as  "an  armed  Negro  self  defense  group, 

This  document  contains  neither  recommendations  nor 
conclusions  of  the  FBI.     It  is  the  property  of  the  FBI  and 
is  loaned  to  your  agency;  it  and  its  contents  are  not  to 
be  distributed  outside  your  agency. 


i;  UTEI}  SXATES  DEPAllTi^lENT  01  JUSTICE 
FEDERAL  BUREAU  OF  INVESTIGATION 


San  Antonio,  Texas 
September  16,  1965 


15  .  • 
16 

1.8  . 


Title  DEACONS  OF  DISPENSE  AND  JUSTICE 


Character  ' 


Reference    Letterhead  Memorandum  dated  and 
titled  as  above 


32  , 
34""'  ■ 

35  All  sources  (except  any  listed  below)  whose 

36  Identities  are  concealed  in  referenced  communication  have 
IMth'  furnished  reliable  information  in  the  past. 

39 
40 
U 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 

=Q        This  document  contains  neither  recommendations  nor  conclusions 
of  the  FBI.     It  is  the  property  of  the  FBI  and  is  loaned 
to  your  agency;  It  and  its  contents  are  not  to  be  distributed 
outside  your  agency. 

56'". 


the  following  in 
\^  AIRTEL 


F  B  I 

Date:  9/21/65 


(Type  in  plaintext  or  code) 

AIR  MAIL 


(Priorily) 


•DIRECTOR,  FBI  (157-2466) 
SAC,  SAN  FRANCISCO  (157-573) 


3Q 

n 

32 

34 

35 

36 

") 

y 

3^ 
39 
40 
U 
42 
43 

45 

46 
47 
48 
49 

50 
-'1 
52 

=i3 
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DEACONS  OF  DEFENSK  AND  JUSTICE,  INC.,  aka. 
RM  ^ 

Re  New  Orleans  airtel  to  Bureau  dated  8/4/65, 

Investigation  on  8/9/65  determine  that  telephone  No(" 
567-5929,  the  number  set  forth  in  re  airtel  where  THOMAS  could 
be  reached  until  8/6/65  is  listed  to-.;,,:   the  San  Francisco  Chapr 
g.' ter  of  the  Congress  of  Racial  Equality  (CORE). 

A  telephone  call  to  the  CORE  office  determine  that 
EARNEST  THOMAS  was  not  in  town  and  further  that  THOMAS  was  not 
expected  back  in  the  San  Francisco  Area  for  some  unknown  time. 
This  time  ivas  stated  to  be  some  months  in  the  future.  THOMAS' 
present  imereabouts  are  unknov/n  to  San  Francisco.     San  Francisco 
v/as  unable  to  interview  THOMAS  as  it  is  believed  that  he  left  .' 
the  Bay  Area  prior  to  receipt  by  San  Francisco  of  referenced 
airtel .  \ 


Enclosed  is  an  LHM  with  eight  copies  for  the  Bureau  and 
three  copies  for  New  Orleans  which  set  forth  THOMAS'  known  > 
activities  in  the  San  Francisco  Bay  Area.     Sources  used  in  the  LHM'' 
are  as  follows: 

Lii:i 

Bureau  (Ends.  8)  (RM) 
Neiv  Orleans  (Ends.  3)  (RM) 
San  Francisco 
1  -  100-24927  (CORE) 

aENCY:   'ACSI,  ONI.  0ST;SEC.SE&-;^'^'^ 


t- 

2  - 


t4  S£P  23  (355. 


f^i^ri.       DErT:  ISIX  CRD. 
*  %ATE  FOPvW : — _  HfJJXUf^ 


HOW.  FOR  V/ 


Approved:' 


If ■  '  » 


Sent 


M 


Per 


jent  ifrthdTgfe 


-■if'   


;ed  states  department  c  .  jstice 

FEDERAL  BUREAU  OF  INVESTIGATION 


ft  Hrply,  Please  liefer  to 
'He  iVo. 


San  Francisco,  California 


September  21/  I965 


n  n  M  T?  tWr  m  t  t  a  T.  V^k'X> 
 "  "    "  "  *  ^  "  ~.  tf  " 


18 

V 

i'Q 
21 
22 
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24 

2  5 
26 
27 

30 

n  , 

32:^ 

3  2>:;  ■ 
34 
35 

36 

-> 

3V 
39 
40 
U 
42 


DEACONS  OP  DEFENSE  AND  JUSTICE,  INC. 

J0]th3it  Earnest' Thomas <|<L^  Jg) 
Vice  PreSTdent  and  Chief  Organizer  of  the  Deacons  of  Defense  and 
Justice,  spoke  at  a  reception  held  on  July  24,  1965,  at  3219  Ellis  ■ 
St.,  Berkeley,  California.    This  meeting  v/as  sponsored  by  the  . 
Berkeley  Chapter  of "the  Congress  of  Racial  Equality  (CORE).  j 


 e 


^that  Thomas  said  he  v;as  in  the  area' 


Deacons  Is  to  bring  full  time  membership  Into  their  organization.  | 

He  indicated  that  the  Deacons  are  a  non-political  organ!-  I 
zation  and  that  the  organization  has  been  briefed  by  other  civil 
rights  groups  to  avoid  any  political  organization  of  any  type.  The 
Deacons  as  individuals  or  as  a  group  do  not  participate  in  civil  ! 
rights  demonstrations  in  the  south  but  patrol  Negro  areas  of  towns 
to  protect  Negroes  when  troublemakers  come  into  those  areas.  Thom^r 

"hotheads"  v/ho  would  be  apt  to  cause  unnecessary  trouble.    The  San' 
Francisco  Chronicle,  a  daily  newspaper  published  in  San  Francisco, 
set  forth  an  interview  of  Ernest  Thomas  in  its  July  25,  19^5  Issue . 
Copies  of  this  article  are  attached  for  Information. 

_^that  ESLrn^'^  C^ 
Thomas         on  a  regional  tour  to  raise  funds.    Further,  that  he  was 
in  the  San  Francisco  Bay  Area  on  July  25,  19^5*  and  spoke  at  a  rally 
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SOCLASS.  &  EXT.  BY 

SEASON  -  FCIM  11.  .1-^ 
523)ATE  OF  REVIEW 
^>3 
*> 


CON  F 
/?  ^  A 


N  T  I  A  L 


D  k-i 

~L  1£2  


«downf ' 


56 
58 


This  document  contains  neither  recommendations  nor  conclusions  of 
the  FBI.    It  is  the  property  of  the  FBI  and  is  loaned  to  your 
agency;  It  and  its  contents  are  not  to  be  distributed  outside  your 


agency 


r 


DEACONS  OF  DEFENSE  AMD  JUSTICE,  INC^ 

C  0  N  F  I JK_N  T  I  a  L 


held  at  the  Macedonia  Baptist  Church,  2135  Sutter  Street,  San 
Francisco,  on  this  date.    This  source  reported  that  the  purpose  of 
this  tour  .is  to  set  up  "Friends  of  the  Deacons."  i 

^ '  I 
18  The  "Sun  Reporter",  a  weekly  newspaper  published  in  San 

I'^^g^^ranclsco,  which  is  directed  tovjard  the  Negro  population,  in  the  | 
ZO  "  '^■^San  Francisco  Bay  Area,  set  forth  in  its  August  7,  1965  issue  that  j 

21  a  fund  raising  reception  for  Earnest  (Chilly  Willie)  Thomas, 

22  Regional  Vice  President  and  Director  of  Organization  of  the  Deacons 
2  3       of  Defense  and  Justice,  was  held  at  the  "Sun  Reporter"  Building, 

24        1366  Turk  Street,  San  Francisco    on  August  5,  1965. 

2  6  The  sponsors  were  set  forth  as  a  group  of  concerned  Bay  ; 

27.       Area  Negro  citizens  to  raise  funds  in  order  to  furnish  ball  in  the  ! 

amount  of  $13,000  for  I8  persons  who  nrt  now  in  jail  in  Jonesboro,  ; 
^'Louisiana. 


C  0  N  F  I  ^  N  T  I  A  L 


machine  guns 

rA  risrhts  battle  in!    "I  wish  they  did,"  said. 

may  soon  lurfi  .  qwn  WAY   '1  ■■  ' 

Y  /ought  _^wtp ,   ^g^^^    ij^Q  Deacons  would 
i^-%^fipQjjs  ol  Violence  u  _ix.f-' J     ^^^^.^^  ^j^^^.  ^^.^^ 
:^2oes  there  are  not  given ;  ^^^^^^  ^^^y  ^^^^^^ 

2j5ot?ctioa by  local  law  en-^.^.j  ^.^^^  g      ^  ^j^j^j^ 
2'^cement  agonciGS,  an  an-   ^^^^j^       practice  a  differ- 
rkyouns  man  warned,  ^ 


I  such  weapons  of  warfare  asji 


St  week, 
P  ^he  prevalent  pliiJosophy  of 
|%ltii.n;violence,   said  Ernest 
•  is  not  shared  by 
  je^iioes  who  have 


achieving 
equality,  Thomas  said: 

"They  can  come  down  and 
play  non-violence  with  those 

reclneclvs  all  they  want  .  .  . 
we  wl;o  live  down  there  have 
way  of  handling 


yj/ned^geUier  in  an  armed  lom-  .own 

I  paeons  for  Justice  and  De;  gut  the  Deacons  would  nev- 
R^P^     -  •;  er  start  a  war,  Thomas  as- 

(3  iSve^' don't  intend  to  turn  ported. 
j3tfc?*ot3ier  cheek,"  Thomas!   "We  are  not  violent  people 
!355id,t'"Oi)ly  a  fool  does  that."|^as  some  Southerners  might 
i36Tliomas,  32,  isa  viceprcsi-r^^^ve  you  think      .  we  be-- 
d  one  of  tiie  founders  |  '^^eve  in  live  and  let  live-so 
beacons,  wliich  was  i  long  as  we  ai'e  left  alone  to 
uietly  formed  some  Hi^^ve. 

'  0  n  t  h  s  ago  in  Jonesboro,  1    "I^ut  if  we  arc  attacked  we 

Vi'ill  defend  ourselves,  eitlier 
.individually  or  as  a  whole 


sary  to  have  an  organizalTonl 
l;Such  as  the  Deacons  in  flie* 
future,"  Thomas  said,  "If  jve= 
get  the  protection  we  hopeiul-| 
ly  might  be  able  to  disband  in? 
a  couple  of  years  or  sooner. "( 
Thomas  will  speak  here  at] 
4  p.m.  today  at  the  Macedo-j 
nia  Baptist  Church  at  a  fund-.' 
raising  rally  sponsored  by' 
various  San  Fi"ancisco  civil'" 
rights  organizations.  "9 


■'v.  •••••••         •  iH.';S.*-''^ii«^  il  ' 


Ji-laniial  iuembershi])." 
^  2" We  don't  give  out  any  c.x- 
.oct  figures."  ho  .said.  '"Tiio 
''ii'ss  the  other  sirlc  know.s 
^i^)oul.  us  tiic  bettor." 
4  57116  "other  i^ide."  l.i-  exj 

•  ar.d  city 


'otncr 
4;.^iiined.  Is  coi..-'. 
^.^■I'nt'ck^  and  liJi' 
^KJaiismcii  .  .  . 
"•ft'hce  and  i.hei;. 
4iftps  in  tlic  Soiill; 


5j0-olect  tiieiii  on; right  or  look 
-Ijie  other  way." 
i-  5  He  saUl  t!;;;!.  every  nu  inbor , 
?<&  the  Deacons  u."  rr.is- 

ji?c(^s  to.  a  ^,.n  of  .^uI.it• 
SJjlKrangin;:;  I'rcm  .22  caliber  1 
^Piget pistols  to  l.i  ^lvpov. . .  od ! 
5kiinting  rifles  and  shntgi;:..;.  \ 
r  ^  It  is  not  true,  Tlic^-nas  o.ud, ; 
^^iat_  their .  arsenals  inc- 

59       ■  ' 

■30  -  - 

ii 


or  as 

.  .  .  eve;,  if  ll  moans  dying. 

ARRHISTS 

"W'o  will  .submit  peacciully 
so  legal  arrest,  but  if  yc.u 
trnnk  one  of  us  is  goin^  to  ii'C 
]>eacofuliy  hauled  off  lo  sonje  ; 
jaij  to  gel  heat  up  or  kWml  *■ 
yoirii  be  making  the  sarae| 
mistake  some  Soulhern  sher-, 
ill' will." 

The  Deacons  claim  their 
riglit  to  bear  arms  and  dc-  . 
fend  themselves  is  contained 
in  the  United  .Staf.es  Constitu- 
tion. 


V 


•  gRNESI^TJ-'.OMAS 
'We'll  defend  ourselves' 


(Indlcata  poqe,  nam*  of  ^ 
n«wapaper,  cttjr  and  •tat«. 


S.F.  Chronic: 


San  Franciscc 
Calif. . ' .  > 


Date: 
Edition; 
Author: 
Editor: 


7-25-65 
Final 
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g^<J>»  Rpply^  Please  Refer  to 


TED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  G_  JSTICE 
FEDERAL  BUREAU  OF  INVESTIGATION 

San  Francisco,  California 
September  21,  1965 


Title: 
Reference: 


DEACONS  OF  DEFENSE  AND  JUSTICE,  INC, 

San  Francisco  memorandum  dated 
and  captioned  as  above. 


All  sources  (except  any  listed  below)  v;hose  identities 
are  concealed  in  referenced  communication  have  furnished  reliable 
information  in  the  past. 


ThiS'  document  contains  neither  recommendations  nor  conclusions  of 
the  FBI.    It  is  the  property  of  the  FBI  and  is  loaned  to  your  agency 
i  t-  and  its  c  ont ent  s  ^e^ot  to  be-GUisteiiju ted-outside .  your.,  agency  * 
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TO 

FROM 
RE 


ClillFivVISE 

DIRECTOR^  FBI  (157-2466) 

SAC,  LOS  ANGELES  (157-1184) (P) 

^  DEACONS  OP  DEFENSE  AND  JUSTICE, 
RACIAL  MATTERS 

00:     NEW  ORUEANS 


ReBulet  to  Los  Angeles  dated  8/I7/65  and  Nei^ 
Orleans  teletype  to  Los  Angeles  dated  9/22/65.  / 

Enclosed  for  the  Bureau  Is  an  original  and 
seven  copies  of  a  letterhead  memorandum  (LHM)  setting 
out  inrormatlon  concerning  captioned  organization.  Three 
copies  of  the  LHM  are  enclosed  for  New  Orleans. 

Copies  of  the  LHM  are  being  sent  to  Region  II 
115th  INTO,  Pasadena,  Alcohol  and  Tobacco  Tax  Unit,  . . 
Los  Angeles,  and  Secret  Service,  Los  Angeles. 

This  LHM  is  being  classified  confidential  because 
information  from  sources  utilized  in  the  LHM  could  result  " 
in  the  identification  of  sources  of  continuing  value 
and  compromise  future  effectiveness  thereof. 

Sources  utilized  in  this  LHM  are  as  follows: 


y  -  Bureau  (Ends.  8),{i^).v\.^r4;' ■  !^ 


2  -  New  Orleans  (157-329q.) (EnclW^  3)(RM) 
2  -  Los  Angeles  ('  \ 


DATE  FOR;v  :■■       I  r>  r^^l^^i^^)  .  ^  r 


RNT:scs 
(7) 


4 


HOW  FOliW: 


LA  157-1184. 


AT  LOS  ANGI':LK3 
de  t e rmlne  if 


CALIFORNIA:   (l)  V/111  attsmpt  to 
■is  training  a  Negro  array 


in  the  V/atts  area  and  the  extent  of  his  envolvement.  with 
the  Deacons  of  Defense  and  Justice.. 

(2)  Will  advise  Bureau  and  Nev;  Orleans  of  any 
other  activity  in  Los  Angeles  on  part  of  SIMS  and  YOUNG. 


Mm 
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leply.  Please  Refer  to 
No. 


ED  STATES  DEPAUTMENT         ,  STICK 

FEDERAL  BUREAU  OF  INVESTIGATION 

Los  Angeles J  California 
September  29,  1965 


DiiACONS 
■  also" 


ITIAL 


^ENSE  AND  JUSTICE 
as  .  "The  Dc;acons"; 


CHARLES^ II4S,  President,^    .  y/y^. 


BogaliSsa,  Louisiana 
RACIAL  MATTERS 


CONF, 


^%LASS.  &  EXT.  BY  <fl 


■nEiVSON  -  FCIM  11. 


LUzILS^  decia 


AI-Lir;7orj.lATT0N  CONTAINED 
E'V/-T  THERE  SHOPaj 

onJDiivisi:  .  ^-  • 
omatic 


56 
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ENCIiOSURF- 


8^' 


.PF,/\.COKS  OF  DEFEw^^  AND  JUSTICE 
V-altso  known  as  "The  Deacons"; 
:v.CH.^^r^LES  SIF.S,  Presiclentj 
■f.  Bcgclusa,  Louisiana 
1^'  RACIAL  MATTERS 
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In  June,  1965,  Charles  Siins    appeared  on  the 
Louis  Lomax  television  shovf  in  Los  Angeles  where  he 
discussed  the  aJjns  of  the  Deacons  of  Defense  and  Justice. 

A  source  advised  in  September,  19^5 >  that  Sirns 
had  received  an  unknovm  amount  cf  money  as  a  result  of  his 
appearance  on  the  Lomax  show  through  a  collection  and  that 
the  donations  vjere  made  by  many  iinkiiown  persons. 

Sources  have  advised  in  August  and  September,  1965, 
that  they  knovj  of  no  contact  Sims  may  have  had  with  the 
LAL-SWP  of  LA-SNCG  vihile  he  was  in  Los  Angeles  in  June, 

1963.  ■ •  .  ■ 


A  s our ce-^ad vised  on  September  22,  1965  that  Charles  ■ 
Sims,  President,  Demons  of  Defense  and  Justice,  Bogalusa, 
Louisiana,  and  A.  zj^oung.  President^  Bogalusa _Voter|s  League 
departed  for  Los  Angeles  on  September' 22,  1965,  where  Young 
is  to  appear  on  a  Los  Angeles  television  show. 


lAL 


rEACOMS  OP  DEPi'w:c.j: 


AHD  JUSTICE 


Imovm  as  "The  Deacons"; 
•Jir.iT.ES  SiriS,  President  J 
^  T'^r.  ."asa,  Louisiana 

RACI/X  KATTHRS  

A  source  advised  on  September  23,  1965^  that  Sims 
and  Young  had  arrived  in  Los  Angeles, 

The  follov;ing  article  appeared  in  The  Press 
newspaper,  River-siue,  California,  City  Edition,  September 
23j  1965  issue: 
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'lOM'VX  CHARGES  JOHN  BIRCH  SOCIETY 
ELOCK  'PREEDOM  FESTIVAL* 


LIES  TO 


"The Vohn  Birch  Society  has  brought  NjLncredible 
pressure bear  on  sponsors  of  the  Dick\van_Dyke^ 
and  Robert  IVaiaghn  television  programs  to ^keep  the 
two  stars  from  appearing  in  a  ^Freedom  Festival' 
tonight  in  San  Bernardino,  according  to  Louis 
Lomax , 

"Lomax,  author  and  television  conL^entator, 
speaking  to*  a  capacity  audience  at  Riverside 
Unive rs al is t -Unitarian  Church  last  night,  said 
that  as  of  last  night  Van  Dyke,  star  of  the  comedy 
shou  that  bears  his  name,  and  Vaughn,  star  of  'The 
Man  From  U.N.CL.E.'  are  still  slated  to  appear  _ 
tonij^ht  in  the  shov;  at  Sv;ing  Auditorium  on  the 
National  Orange  Show  grounds  in  San  Bernardino, 

"'Vie  are  fighting  to  the  last  ditch  on  this*, 
he  said. 

"Lomax  has  been  a  principal  organiijer  of  the 
benefit  show,  with  funds  going  to  help  civil 
rights  fighters  in  Bogalusa,  La.,  and  residents 
of  the  V/atts  area  in  Los  Angeles  who  suffered 
financial  loss  In  the  recent  rioting. 

"Entertainers  scheduled  jto^ appear  in 
addition  to  VtA  pyke  'and  Vaughn  include  Negro 
J  comedians  Dick^regoryX^illT^^osbXand  Godfrey 
"ambridge,  singer  Sally  "ianes,  San^ernardino 


-  3  - 


Lino 
CONF]MJTIAL 


ZiZ-^-:mS  OF  DEFhrCSE  AND  JUSTICE 
al;:'.o  knov/n  is  "The  Deacons"; 
CHAPXES  SE'IS,  President, 
Dogalusaj  Louisiana 
RACIAL  MATTERS  

7    "  ^ 

"folk. singers  Sally^hor.ias  and  Clabe^s^ansan  and 
-    .  the  San  Bernardino  combo  'The  Fasades.' 

"Loraax  cited  the  Birch  Society  pressure  as 
an  example  of  the  fact  that  the  civil  rights 
fight  is  not  confined  to  the  South. 

"A3  another  example,  he  told  the  audience 
last  night  that  at  a  memorial  service  for  Adlal 
Stevenson  held  in  Bogalusa,  a  stocl^y  v/hite  man 
vJith  a  Confederate  flag-styled  vest  stood  across 
the  street  and  shouted,   'You  better  pray,  you  black 
ni£;gers,   'cuz  you're  gb^na  die.*  .  i 

/. 

"The  man  v;as  Conniet^Lynch,  Lomax  said,   *And  ^ 
r;uess  where  he's  from. '/' \. 

"Lynch,  a  self-styled  fundamentalist  preacher 
and  active  racist,  lists  himself  as  a  San  Bernardino  C 
resident. 

"On  the  same  point,  that  civil  rights  problems 
arc;  not  confined  to  a  few  areas  in  other  parts  of 
the  country,  Lomax  said,    'I've  never  been  in  this 
city  before  in  my  life,  but  I'll  bet  15  cents  I 
could  get  in  my  car,  cross  the  railroad  tracks 
and  find  a  Vlatts  right  here.    Am  I  right?' 

"The  civil  rights  struggle,  he  said,  is 
no  longer  just  a  moral  matter,   'It's  a  survival 
matter. ' 

"*Tlie  very  survival  of  our  civilization 
and  our  moral  lives  is  involved. ' 

"The  looters  in  the  Vlatts  area,  he  said, 
were  people  from  whom  our  society  has  failed  to 
provide  for  their  daily  needs.    He  told  of  a  man 
carrying  a  sofa  out  of  a  furniture  store  and 
said,    'The  trade gy  Iz  the  Los  Angeles  economic 
society  does  not  provide  that  man  a  v/ay  to  get 
that  sofa  any  other  i^ay. ' 

^  COr^FJENT 


,..i:i:AC:ONS  OF  BEL'LllJSi:  AND  JUSTICE 
'"^''alzo  icnown  as  "The  Deacons"; 

■T  .1   


C.'IAKL^:3  si; 'IS,  Pi^esident, 
Bo^aiu^a,  Louisiana 
RACIAL  MATTBRS 


"While  the  national  unemplo^mient  rate  among 
v.hitc'S  Is  the  lowest  it  has  ever  been,  at  4.6  per 
.  cent,  the  rate  for  Negroes  is  13  per  cent  and  the 
rate  In  VJatts  Is  34.9  per  cent,  Loraax  said. 

"'V/hat  we  once  called  the  Negro  revolt  is 
becoming  a  class  revolt,  a  struggle  between  the 
haves  and  the  have  nets, •  he  said. 

"The  present  struggle  is  a  great  challenge, 
Lomax  said,  because  ours  is  a  great  country, 

"'The  experiment  we  are  making  1g  the  noblest 
rrian  has  ever  conceived,    V/e  can  lead  the  vjhole 
v:orld  to  a  Periclean  age.    No  one  man  can  do  it. 
No  one  woman  can  do  it.    But  each  must  do  what 
he  can. * 

"Lomax  introduced  A.  Z.  Young,  a  leader  of 
the  Bogalusa  civil  rights  movement,  who,  he  said, 
has  had  his  home  shot  into,  acid  poured  on  his 
car  and  has  been  physically  abused,  but  now  v/orks 
side  by  side  in  a  box  factory  with  the  Klansman 
ifno  shot  at  him. 

"young  told  the  audience  of  determined  efforts  ' 
of  the  Klu  Klux  Klan  to  halt  the  civil  rights  move- 
ment in  Bogalusa,  which,  he  said,  were  not  successful* 

"'The  lUan  is  on  the  way  out,*  he  said.  »They 
still  ride,  but  now  they  are  careful  when  they  ride 
and  where  they  ride . ' " 

A  source  advised  on  September  24,  I965,  that  approx- 
imately 600  persons  attended  the  "Freedom  Festival"  on  September 
23.  1965,  at  the  San  Bernardino,  Califomia,  Orange  Show 
Auditorium.    Entertainment  V7as  provided  by  Dick  Gregory, 
Sally  Jones  and  San  Bernardino  local  talent. 


_  cz 


C.ONFjpi^TIAL 


pjifl.CONS  OP  BEF  .J:  and  JUSTICE 

'dlzo  knovm  as  "The  Deacons"; 
Oir.aLES  SIMS,  President, 
I2oc;alvisa,  Louisiana 
rs.-OlP.h  MATTERS 


This  source  said  that  Charles  Sims  and  A,  Z.  Young 
v;ere  introduced  by  master  of  ceremcnios  Louis  Lomax  as  menibers 
of  the  Deacons  of  Defense  and  Justice.     Sims  did  not  take 
active  part  In  the  functions  but  Young  gave  a  five  minute 
talk  concerning  hovr  badly  the  people  of  Bogalusa^  Louisiana, 
need  money.     He  stated  that  the  money  collected  at  this 
affair  vjould  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  clothing  for  the 
children  of  Bogalusa  and  for  the  payments  of  fines  and 
ball  for  civil  rights  workers  in  Bogalusa. 

This  source  advised  that  no  announcement  v;as  made 
as  to  the  total  amount  of  money  collected.    The  tickets 
originally  sold  for  $5.00  but  several  days  prior  to  this 
affair,  tickets  were  sold  throughout  San  Bernardino  for 
^=2,00  for  adults  and  ^0^  for  children.     Certain  patrons 
oontribu-ced  more  than  $5.00  but  that  these  ijidividuals  or 
how  iraich  they  gave  is  not  known.    The  affair  v/as  not  a  success 

This  source  advised  that  no  comments  were  made 
concerning  future  travel  of  Sims  or  Young.  -  ■ 

A  source  advised  on  September  27,  1965  that 
neither  Sims  nor  Young  appeared  on  the  Louis  Lomax  television 
show  on  September  26,  1965,  and  that  he  loiows  of  no  other 
appearances  scheduled  for  Sims  or  Young. 

Sources  utilized  above  have  furnished  reliable 
information  in  the  past. 

This  document  contains  neither  recommendations  nor 
conclusions  of  the  FBI.     It  is  the  property  of  the  FBI  and  is 

loaned  to  your  agency;  it  and  its  contents  are  not  to  be 
distributed  outside  your  agency. 
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D-LhCOiiS  OF  DJiFiiNSE  MD  JUSTICE 
also  Jmown  ar^'  -^he  Deacons", 
CHARLES  '  .-esldent, 

Bpgalusa^  Louisiana 
RACIAL  MAa?TERS 


APPENDIX 


LOS  ANGELES  LOCAL  -  SOCIALIST  WORKERS  PARTY  (LAL-SWP) 

On  May  18,  I965,  a  confidential  source  advised 
that  the  LAL-SV/P  has  been  in  existence  since  the  1930's  and 
continues  to  exist.    The  source  further  advised  that  the 
LAL-SVJP  is  a  local  branch  of  the  National  SWP  with  alms  and 
purposes  identical  to  those  of  the  National  SWP. 

The  SVJP  has  been  designated  by  the  Attorney  General 
of  the  United  States  pursuant  to  Executive  Order  10450, 
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If  I  r  J>1  I  lOM 
0%A  ZtJt    nrtl    NO.  27 

UNI'l  LD  S  rATES  G( 


.NMENT 


.Memorandum 

DIRECTOR,  FBI 
SAC,  BOSTON  (157-372) 


)■ 


PUBLICATION  "REBELLION" 
INFORMATION  CONCERNING 


date:  9/30/65  j 

/     ^  ArijIMFCKl<ATlOHCO>3TAINED' 


Enclosed  for  the  Bureau  are  eight  copies  of 
a  letterhead  memorandum  concerning  captioned  matter. 

Copies  of  this  letterhead  memorandum  are  being 
disserainated  locally  to  the  108th  Intelligence  Group  and 
to  Secret  Service  in  view  of  the  militant  tone  of  the 
newspaper  as  displayed  by  its  masthead  which  states 
"Better  to  Right  on  Your  Feet  Than  to  Live  on  Your  Knees ,  . 


This  letterhead  memorandum  is  being  classified 
g  CONFIDENTIAL  since  it  contains  Information  furnished  by 


40  i>^'  CONFIDENTIAL  Since  It  contains  nniorma-cion  xumisn 
4J  J     w  confidential  informants  of  continuing  value  whose 
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Identities  could  logically  be  disclosed  from  this  infor- 
mation which  could  corapromise  their  future  effectiveness 
and  be  detrimental  to  the  national  interests  of  the 
United  States. 

The  Boston  Division  will  continue  to  follow 
this  matter  and  report  any  pertinent  developments. 
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APPENDIX- 


CONFJtNTIAL' 


Cn  Nover.V.-::?  3j  1964,  a  source  tr.ada  available  a 
document  entitled  '*''i'/.e  Revolutlon^^ry  Action  ICoverrient  I-^anlf esto^". 
the  documerit  having  been  obtained  by  the  source  from  an 
individual  knovm  to  be  a  meniber  ox^  the  Revolutionary  Action     ;  : 
Movement  {  RAM ) .  ,:  •  •.  ' 

This  document  stated^  in  part,  that  RAM  v/as  officially 
organized  in  the  V/inter  oi"  19^3  by  Afro-Aniericans  viho  support 
the  revolutionary  objectives  of  ROBERT  F.  V/ILLIAMSj  nov/ 
residing  in  Cuba,  and  his  concept  of  organized  violence  to 
achieve  the  liberation  of  the  Af ro-ATr,erican  people  in  the 
United  States.     This  Manifesto  disclosed  that  RAM  had  oriented 
its  program  to  one  of  education  and  political  revolution  and 
the  orsanization  of  a  "black"  political  party  v:ith  revolutionary 
objectives,  having  recognized  the  need  ^'or  a  "black  revolution" 
that  could  and  would  seize  power.    RAM  philosophy  is  described 
in  this  document  as  one  of  revolutionary  nationalisrii,  that  is. 


one  involviaK  the  etrurrKlea  of 


the  nonvvhite  i-acea  uf  the  wOi'ld 


against  exploitation  and  enslavement  by  the  v/hite  capitalist 
and  irnperiallst  nations. 

Kesarding  VjILLIAMS^  it  should  be  noted  that  on 
August  28,  19*5l,  a  Federal  warrant  was  issued  at  Charlotte, 
North  Carolina,  charging  him  with  Unlav/ful  Flight  to  Avoid 
Prosecution  for  the  crime  of  kidnapping.    Subsequent  to  the 
Issuance  of  this  v;arrant,  WILLIAIuS  fled  the  united  States  to 

   i.^-.*^w  -       


1).- 


Rionthly  nevjs letter 


The  Crusader"  from  Havana. 


This  source  in  September,  19^4,  advised  RAM  is 
dedicated  to  the  overthrov;  of  the  capitalist  system  in  the 
United  States,  by  violence  if  necessary,  and  to  its  repiacenient 
by  a  socialii;tic  system  oriented  toward  the  Chinese  cor-^rrjunist 
interpretation  of  Marxism- Leninism,    RAM  is  entirely  nonwhite 
in  me:i:bership,  cla'ndestine  in  nature,  and  ov;es  its  primary 

::iance  to  the  "Bandung  VJorld,"  that  is,  the  nonv/hite  races 
Ci  the  v/orld  rather  than  to  any  national  entity,  as  such. 

On  November  l6,  1964,  a  second  source  advised  he 
learned  recently  from  an  RAM  member  that  the  or£;anl2:ation 
began  in  Detroit,  Michigan,  la"_'gely  under  the  impetus  of 
DON  FREEMAK,  described  as  the  "Father"  of  RAM  and  referred  to 
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KEVOLUTIO^^^RY  ACTION  MOVEMENT  ^^'^jflfcWTl/lf  '    "  *  ' ■ 

as.RAM^s  "Slack  Stalin."    FREEMAN  served  as  RAM  Chairman,  , 
with  rif.:aiSLL  Stanford,  now  of  Nev;  York  City,  forinerly  of 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  serving  as  RAM  Field  Chairman. 

Vi^y^  "j^^^^  source  stated  in  May,  1965,  there  has  been  no  ' 

J^Q^Sf*^.  f ornial  headquarters j  as  such, 'for  RAM  but  that  headquarters         •  > 
2i.''      have  been  vjith  FREEMAN  since  he  • -  .3  played  such  a  dominant  role-/^ 
22  '       in  the  leadership  of  and  has  dirccwed  the  policies  and 
23.        activities  of  the  organisation. 

24  ' 

25-v^-j^.  .  '  Within  recent  r:^,onth3j  according  to  the  second  source, 

26 dissension  vJithin  RAM  has  beconie  evident  and  some  dissatisfaction 

27  v:ith  PKEEM^^.N^s  leadership  has  arisen.    So  far  as  is  knov^i,  how- 

2Bi^:  eyefj  I'.G  r^n:;ains  the  titular  leader  of  RAK. 

3  0^^:  To  date,  according  to  the  second  source  in  May,  1965 >  •. 

32^  •      cities  in  the  United  States  east  of  the  Mississippi  River-  and 

3  3?'"  .      the  organisation  is  currently  active  in  attetripting  to  recruit 

34  ■■        new  members  and  expand  its  sphere  of  influence, 
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MATES ;rnment 

Memoru.idum 


TO 


CONJftENTIAL 


date:  10/6/65 


'"SACf,  BOSTON  (157-387) 


* FKIKi3 DS  OF  THE  DiSACONS,  aka 
16 


<S  DSACOITS  FGii  UiPi^^ST^  A1;J  JaSTICIi;, 
RACIAL  MATTKRS 


CLASS,  &  EXT.  BY  _____ 
REASON  -  FCIM  II.  1-.^.  4?'2__ 
DATE  OF  EE  VIEW  /O-^  ^ 
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18';- 
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z. 


I  lio  j'Jcv/  York  letter  to  Boston  datod  8/26/6^. 

captioned  "FHOGHESSmJ  LABOR  PAHTY,  IS-FLP", 

Enclosed  foi-^  the  Bv.reau  are  eifj;ht  c ©pie's  of  a 
letterhead  mo  no  ran  dura  concerninn;  captioned  subject.     Copies  /U^ 
-  are  beinj^  sent  to  Hew  Orleans  and  lieu  York  Tor  tlieir      ^  -k^^*^^ 

tlie  lOCth  II 'TO  G-roun  n.nJi  oecret  Eervice  duo  to  thei^*^-^; Z-^^^^-; 
T>o.:j3iM«  --w'vr.  ia  t:vl,',  ^i^oiip  bo  cause  of  its  af^parerft 

-iliir.ant  nature.  " 


3  3vr 
3  5 


-   >~<j    -   3 -.»—._  ._ V,',  i^s^iiA  Xj       J.  jun.ju    o  Allot;  odO 

j.nf orraation  furnished  ^•^^|JHHHBHHHIHHBHBBHB||P(<^i  ^/ 

could  lo-lcally  result  in  the  identification  of  informants 
'^^^         continuing  value,   jeapordize  their  future  effectiven 
,g         and  could  be  detrei'aental  to  the. defense  interest  of  the 
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United  States. 


The  information  in  referenced  IJev/  York  letter  to 

-..a.-  Bureau  (I^MC^MF 
1  -  New  Orleans   (Snc.  1)   (Info)  (iU-I) 
1  ~  Kev.'  York  (Enc,  1)   (Info)  (RM) 
3  -  noaton  (157-387)  {O^) U  ^^^^^ 

AGENCY:   A^-L  oyi.  OSt;?;Er.  Sl^lt.;  1^  A\ 

'  DATE  i'UU-.V:.   /  0/^^.-«*  J   .,-..rr  iCtU- 

HOW  FOJX^V:  .  

BY: 


'90 


■lis- 


Bs*  157  -387 


Boston  is  believed  to  refer  to  a  raeetin^  of  the  Deacons 

at  Boston  since  the  YMCA  where  the  Deacons »  meeting  was 

held  is  nevi  and  the  circumstances  of  the  white  ^roup 

bein^  asked  to  leave  the  meeting  fit 3  viith  the  group  mentioned 

in  referenced  letter- 

The  paper,   "Rebellion"  montioned  in  the  Lffi-T  has 
been  previously  bi-ought  to  the     attention  of  the  Bureau. 


of  thi; 


Boston  v/ill  continue  to  follow  the  activities 
(5 roup  and  report  any  pertinent     inf orriation. 


4  . 
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3        .  ;r- 

9 '  li^^^        ^^^'^  lirfer  to 
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LNI 1  A. STATES  DEPAKTMENT  OV     ^  .  /ICE 

FEDEllM>  liVUEAV  OF  INVESTIGATION 

Boston,  Massachusetts 
October  6,  1965 


PRIEIOS  OF  THE  DEACOIJS,  also  known  as 
DEACONS  FOR  DEFENSE  MD  JUSTICE, 
DEACONS  
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31 
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36 


ha?  telephonic  ally  advised  him  that  he  had 
received  a  rumor  that  a  meeting  of  some  m lit ant  Negro 
group  was  to  be  held  at  the  Young  Men's  Cbjfastian  Association 
(YHCA),  Huntington  Avenue,  Boston,  on  August  22,  1965. 

(■jj^H^HH^  advised  that  he  had  contacted  the 
iuntingtonAvenu^xMCA  and  detemined  that  they  were 
aware  of  any  such  u^etim  to  be  held  there*    On  investi- 


any 

■gating  further,, 


advised  that  he  tad  learned  through 


^that  a  group  calling  Themselves^  the  Deacons  was 
meet  on  August  22,  1965  in  the  afternoon  at  the  new  YJCA, 

li.01  Warren  Street,  Roxbury,  Massachusetts,     As  far  as 

could  determine,  this  was  a  Negro  group  and  

.eved  that  it  was  probably  the  one  referred  to  by 


to 


On  August  21,  1965»  a  source  who  has  furnJahed 
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in  the  South  an  organization  known  as"  the  DeaCons.  The  source 
described  this  organization  as  an  armed  Negro  vigilante  group 
organized  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  wives  ani children 
of  the  Negroes  in  the  South* 

The  source  advised  that  on  Sunday  evening,  August  22, 
1965  at  3:00  PoM,  a  group  calling  themselves  the  Deacons  was 
to  meet  at  the  YMGA  on  Warren  Street,  Roxbury,     The  source 


5?:lass.  &  EXT.  BY  Sf/ffi^  i4\  7~/r^z> 

^^toSOIJ  -  FCIM  11".  1-2:  4.  2/  ^  
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Ft  a  tod  he 
^6X  tens  1  on 


ENTIAL 


was  not  aware  of  whettiSr  tais   ^roup  was  actually  an 
of  trio  5ou^.hern  Deacons  or  wheth-ar  they  had  asaumed 
this  name  on  their  own. 
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  was  present  at  the  YI-ICA  buiDdinT,  i401 

rarren  Street,  Roxbury,  Massachusetts,  and  observed  a  .7ma]l 
group  of  persons  J  both  Keg po  and  white  >  raoot  of  uhnn  vjere 
mer^^^  attendance  at  a  meeting  at  the  YxMCA  hal]  ^  ^ttif^^M 
stated  that  the  meeting  had  no  sooner  sbar^^ed  thr^n 
M  OS  r o  w  ho  s  e  identity  i  3  u n  k n  ovm  I  o  fli^BBi^ 
■■B^nd  v/ho  was  officiating  at  tho  meeting',,  requoritod 
the  wnite  personrj  to  leave.     vVt  this  point,  Ooyiono:!.  'juora-;:-; 
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Li>ITfAL 


ight.  Executive  Secretary  of  the  YiCA,  stopped  the  meeting 
told  the  speaker  timt  the  meeting  would  have  to  come  to  a 
close  if  people  were  excluded  from  the  meeting  because  of 
their  color.     The  Negro  officiating  at  the  meeting  told  the 
Colonel  that  the  white  persona  present  who  were  Known  to 
him  w.er'3  sympathetic  to  the  purpose  of  the  meeting  and  were 
in  accord  with  his  reauest  that  thev  leave- 


18 

io 
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Colonel  Viright  stated  that  no  white  person  viould 
ve  to  leave  but  the  group  of  white  persons  present  left" 
e  hall  remainitig  in  the  lobby  of  the  YMCA  until  the  moetir^ 
was  over. 


asked 

5treasin; 


  _   stated  that  donations  v;ere 

for  at  this  meeting  and"  several  spe aches  \-jere  made 
the  difficulty  UTider  which  the  Negro  race  live  in  the  South 
^and  the  necessity  groups  such  as  the  Deacons  in  the  South 
receive  financial  support  to  enable  them  to  continue  to 
operate.     These  speeches  were  interspersed -with  entertainment 
a  Calypso  band. 

  'Stated  that  the  permit  for  use  of  tbo  . 

hall  was  taken  out  in  the  name  of   the  Deacons  bv 


  stated  that  several  days  prior  to  thi^ 

meetings  flyers  vie  re  distributed  in  the  R  ox  bury  area  of 
^ostonj  Massachusetts  which  announced  a  rally  sponsored  by 
Vthe  Boston  Friends  to  Support  the   Deacons  for  iJefenso  and  ^ 


A  r*  r>  r\  r>A  *i  m  it 


by  the  Boston  Action  group  and  "Rebellion", 


The  flyer 

announced  that  speakers  would  consist  of  a  represent. at:' 
of  the  Deacons,  a  f^oxbury  victim  of  police  brutality  rrx 
the  editor  of  "Rebellion", 


 'stated  that  "Rebellion"  is  u  mi:iit^-.rit 

type  new;j paper  published  in  mimeogrtiphod  form  by  o.  "'o-iton 
g r c up  of  Civil  Ri ght s  workers.    flHHHHi^ ^  ^' ' ^ --^  ■  ■  - ^ ' ""^^ 
Boston  Ac' t i 0 r I  group  1  s  /■ .  i  - n - - ;i  n v»i v  n :. ' r n. i o d  C 1  v *' 
located  in  t he  P o xbu ry  a i-e- r..  c f  u o s t o i '(.a s s a c h uu e t; t .a . 


A  t  t h&  m e  c  ;■  i  ng  a  t  the  Y  I  'K J  A ,   a  s  o  c  on d  Tn i  i  n c  ■  ^  ■ ;  r  ■  ■ 
flyer  w a 3  d i a  t  r j  bur; d  announ c i ng   a  mo e t. i ng  of  ' '  i)e ' < n  ■ ; i 
D© f e ns  e ' ■■  a     The  a  u b  j o  c  t  of  t, he  mo  o t i  ng  vj a:."*  t o  b  o  t \ i .. o 
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Angeles  riot.     The  meeting  was  to  take  place  on  August  26, 
965  ar,  8s  00  P,M,  at  the  Boston  Action  group  headquarters ^ 

33k  Blue  Hill  Avenue,     The  flyer  stated  that  additional 
information  could  be  obtained  by  calling  telephone  riurt-ber 
UU2-9053. 
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A  charactorization  of  the  Progressive  Labor  Party 
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APPENDIX  'i 


^2  '  COMMITTEE  TO  DEFEND  RESISTANCE 
13  '    TO  GHETTO  LIFE  (CERGE) 

.  A  source  advised  on  February  3,  1965*  that  CERGE  ! 

i6     was  formed  on  November  1,  196U*  S-S  a  front  of  the  Progressive 
;7     Labor  Movement  (PLM) ,  presently  known  as  Progressive  Labor 

Party  (PLP).    All  personnel  which  comprise  the  committee 
TQ-g-.are  PLM  members*    CERGE  was  organized  to  raise  finds  for  the  ] 
iQ^^sitiM  in  order  that  the  PLM  will  have  money  for  bail  when  it  -  . 

21  -  becomes  necessary.  The  people  connected  with  CERGE  hope  to  j 
2  2     build  It  into  a  national  organization.  i 

2  3  :  f 
24                       A  second  source  advised  on  March        1965*  that  it  j 
25i;;i^is'  the  plan  of  the  PLM  to  reerxiit  people  into  CERGE  and  use  i 

26  ""CERGE  as  a  recruiting,  front  for  PLM  members.     The  PLM  plans  j 

27  to  give  instructions  in  Marxist  philosophy  and  those  who  | 
?8^_  respond  will  be  advanced  from  CERGE  to  PLM  membership.  !  '' 

3  0\'.'  A  third, source  advised  on  February  3*  1965,  that  | 
31^-  .CERGE  receives  mail  tl-irough  Abbott  Business  Service,  a  .  .  \ 
3  2-4-  legitimate  ^^^iness  operation,  1/|7  West  ij.2nd  Street,  New  I 
3  3^:r  York,  New  York.  i 

3  4''^^^"-  i 

3  5                      The  first  source  advised  on  May  5p  1965 »  that  CERGE  ! 

3  6     maintains  its  office  at  Room  617,  One  Union  Souare,  New  York,  ' 

3;^|y}ew  York.  ^ 
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APPENDIX 


3BTUDENT  COMMITTEE  FOR  TRAVEL  TO  CUBA 


"The  Columbia  Owl,"  weekly  student  newspaper  of 
olumbia  University,  New  York.  City,  December  12,  1962,  issue, 
age  one,  contained  an  article  entitled  "Students  to  Visit 
uba  During  Holidays . "    This  article  stated  in  part  that 


fctober  l4,  19^2,  by  a  group  of  students  from  New  York  City 
tfoiyjgrsities ,  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  Oberlin  Colleg<'. 
gSttSSfehe  University  of  North  Carolina,  who  stated  that  as 

^tudents  they  would  like  a  chance  to  see  and  evaluate  the 
situation  in  Cuba  for  themselves  and  had  received  an  offer 
of  transportation  and  tv/o  weeks'  stay  in  Cuba  from  the 
Federation  of  University  Students  in  Havana,  as  guests  of 

~  ieration.    The  Committee  accepted  the  offer  and  applied 
2^0  the  State  Department  of  the  United  States  for  passport 
yalidation  which  was  refused;     however,  over  fifty  students 
planned  to  defy  the  State  Department  ban  and  go  to  Cuba. 


3Q     .  A  source  advised  on  December  6,  19^2,  it  was  learned 

^fhe  Ad  Hoc  Student  Committee  for  Travel  to  Cuba  had  recently  been 
ij.ormed  by  the  Progressive  Labor  Group. 

ji'^^  '■  A  second  source  advised  on  September  I3,  1963>  that  during 

^ihe  summer  of  19^3,  fifty-nine  individuals  traveled  to  Cuba;  the 

the  trip  was  planned  and  organized  by  Progressive  Labor  Movement 
>.ers . 


39 


A  third  source  advised  on  October  9j  19^3^  the  Student 
jpommittee  for  Travel  to  Cuba  was  utilizing  Post  Office  Box  2178, 
^Jlew  York,  New  York,  as  its  mailing  address. 

43 
4 


On  March  12,  I965, 


*advised  as  follovfs: 


4  8 

The  Student  Committee  for  Travel  to  Cuba  (SCTC)  was 
-jJ*ormerly  known  as  the  Ad  Hoc  Student  Committee  for  Travel  to  Cuba 
-^nd  the  Permanent  Student  Committee  for  Travel  to  Cuba. 

^BHf^^^  ^  leader  and  participant  of  the  19^3  trip  to 
r  tjufca  -  and  an  organizer  of  the  1964  trip  to  Cuba  and  both  trips  were 
|p^o.^s.orea  oy  Lne  ooxC . 
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STUDENT  COMMITTEE  FOR  TRAVEL  TO  CUBA 

By  the  Spring  of  196^,  the  Executive  Committee  of 
the  SCTC  was  considered  to  be  members  of  the  Progressive  Labor 
Movement . 

No  trip  to  Cuba  or  China  was  being  planned  by  the 
J 8    SCTC  for  1965. 
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APPENDIX 

PROGRESSIVE  LABOR  PARTY  (PLP) 
PROGRESSIVE  LABOR  MOVEMENT  (PLM) 

A  source  advised  on  April  20,  1965,  that  the  PLP, 
formerly  known  as  the  PLM,  held  its  first  national  convention 
April    15-18,  1965,  at  New  York  City,  to  organize  the  PLM  into 
a' PLP.     The  PLP  will  have  as  its  ultimate  objective  the  . 
I'^^l^stablishment  of  a  militant  working  class  movement  based  on 
io^55tarx  ism -Lenin  ism . 

21  .  . 

2  2  "The  New  York  Times,"  City  Edition,  Tuesday,  April  20, 

23  .    1965,  page  27,  reported  that  a  new  party  of  "revolutionary  socialisn 

24  was  formally  founded  on  April  18,  1965,  under  the  name  of  the  PLP. 
2  5i>T^  The  PLP  was  described  as  an  outgrowth  of  the  PLM.     Its  officers 

25  ''^"  were  identified  as  Milton  Rosen,  New  York,  President,  and  William 

27       Epton  of  New  York  and  Mort  Scheer  of  San  Francisco,  Vice  Presidents, 
jfi,  .  ...  A  20-member  National  Committee  was  elected  to  direct  the  party 
>i>SBWAntil  the  next  convention. 


According  to  the  article,  "The  Progressive  Labor  Movement 
32.2^;:;.  .  was  founded  in  1962  by  Mr.  Rosen  and  Mr.  Scheer  after  they  were 
3  3^"  expelled  from  the  Communist  Party  of  the  United  States  for 
34^^    assertedly  following  the  Chinese  Communist  line." 


5 


The  PLP  publishes  the  "Marxist-Leninist  Quarterly,"  a 
^^j^theoretical  magazine;  "Progressive  Labor,"  a  monthly  magazine; 
y^^^ " Challenge a  New  York  City  newspaper;  and  "Spark,"  a  west  coast 
39  newspaper. 

iQ 

The  June  1,  1965,  issue  of  "Challenge,"  page  6,  states 

4  2  that,  "this  paper  is  dedicated  to  fight  for  a  new  way  of  life  - 

43"  where  the  working  men  and  women  own  and  control  their  homes, 

4  4  factories,  the  police,  courts,  and  the  entire  government  on 

4  5  every  level." 

47  The  source  advised  that  the  PLP  utilizes  the  address  of 

48  General  Post  Office  Box  808,  Brooklyn  1,  New  York,  but  also  utilizes 

49  an  office  in  Room  622,  132  Nassau  Street,  New  York  City,  where 
=;q  PLP  publications  are  prepared. 
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